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To the rise of a new era! Welcome back!
 
After two years of overcoming many bunkers, Junior Golfer 
South Africa is finally back on the green!

Junior golf is growing at a rapid pace throughout the country. 
The digital magazine, website and social platforms will target golf 
enthusiasts between the ages of four and 21 and will again focus on everything the next 
Tiger Woods or Ko Jin-young needs to know, as well as look into equipment, cool training 
trends, awesome turfs to play on, education and careers in golf and more.

To make this possible, the input from all academies, clubs and all associations is 
welcome. Please feel free to get in touch and send as much info on your top players, any 
news and diary dates or other junior golf related info you may have. 
Email: simone@jdenterpriseone.com.

The digital magazine is freely available every second month. Drop us a line and we will 
send you a copy.

Thank you to all who have made the relaunch of Junior Golfer South Africa possible and 
for all the continued support.

Here’s to the first issue of volume 2 and to many more editions to come.

Happy golfing!
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 A career in the golf industry

Let’s meet... 
Hardus Maritz, General Manager 
at Ebotse Links

By Murray White 

What did you do before you joined Ebotse Links? 
I started in the golf industry when I was 21 years old. I was a very good 
golfer and my dream was to turn pro, but at the time it was difficult to 
get sponsors, so I decided to study Turf Grass Management at the Pre-
toria Technicon instead. Over the past years, I have worked at top golf 
estates across the country, such as  Zebula, Princess Grant and Cotswold 
Downs to name a few.

How long have you worked at Ebotse Links? 
This is my 10th year at Ebotse Links. For seven years I was the course 
superintendent and 3 years as the General Manager.

What makes Ebotse Links different? 
Ebotse Links is something different, an inland Links course which is fun to 
play. We have an aqua driving range, where you hit floating golf balls into 
a dam… it’s very unique. There is also a well-stocked Pro Shop, which is 
owned by Grant Veenstra. The state-of-the-art clubhouse has beautiful 
views from the bar and restaurant which is run by Doppio Zero and it is 
all fit for the whole family.

Favourite hole at Eboste Links? 
Definitely number 12. It’s a very challenging par 5. It was voted as one of 
the top 25 holes a few years ago.

How much is a junior membership? 
It’s R1 700 per year. Juniors don’t pay green fees when they play. Junior 
visitors pay R140 green fees during the week and R160 on weekends.

Can you take up lessons at Ebotse Links? 
We have the Grant Veenstra academy, which is run by Grant Veenstra, 
who has made a name for himself as one of the top coaches in the coun-
try. The academy offers a very good junior coaching program and many 
of its students have come through the ranks like Jayden Schaper, Yuraf 
Premlall and Caitlyn Macnab to name a few. We have a lot of up-and-
coming juniors to keep an eye out for, like Bryan Newman, Lex Van Wyk, 
Jayden Arnold and Sion Atterbury.

What are your Top 3 courses to play in South Africa? 
Definitely Sun City, Links at Fancourt and Ebotse Links. I must say, Ebotse 
Links tests all your skills, but it’s fun to play.

Your best golfing 
moment? 
Winning the Cape 
Province Championships 
in 1999. It was such an 
honour to have my name 
on the trophy which 
includes a player like 
Ernie Els.

CATCH 
THIS
GREAT
MONDAY 
SPECIAL

GolfRSA National Squad member Sam Simpson got back to winning ways with a 
comfortable five-stroke victory in the Eastern Province Stroke Play Championship 
at Wedgewood. The 18-year-old matriculant shot rounds of 64, 65 and 70 to 
claim his first win since he claimed the Proudfoot Trophy at this year’s Aon South 
African Amateur Championship. 

In doing so, Simpson also managed to do what no other golfer has done since 
2016, and that is edge local favourite Kyle de Beer in his home championship. De 
Beer finished runner up after rounds of 68, 67 and 69. 

“It feels really good to get another win,” said Simpson, who is busy with his 
matric final exams. “There was wind predicted for the final round in the afternoon, 
so I knew that I had to go low in the morning round and I was able to do that.

“Even with a six-shot lead, anything can still happen, but I knew that if I played 
solidly it would force Kyle and Werner [Deyzel] to have to go really low to catch 
me. 

“I didn’t get off to the best of starts, but I kept it steady until the end.”
Simpson has no intention of turning professional any time soon and has 

committed to playing on the amateur circuit for the next couple of years until he 
is ready to try his hand on the professional circuit. 

“I played in the SA Open last year and realised that I still had a lot to learn 
before I could compete at that level,” he explained. 
Simpson will have another crack at the SA Open later this year and faces the 
prospect of a full year of amateur golf, including the GolfRSA National Squad UK 
Tour.
“I’ve set myself a few goals,” he said. “I want to get to No 1 in the ranking, play 
well enough overseas in the big events and get into the top 50 of the World 
Amateur Golf Ranking.”

Simpson runs 
clear in EP By Lali Stander

Showing the same grit, determination and talent that earned her the 
leading amateur honour in the Investec SA Women’s Open in March, 
rising star Kaiyuree Moodley defended her the Western Province 
Women’s Championship title in early November.

The GolfRSA Elite Squad member had hinted at a return to the 
winner’s circle with strong finishes in the two ranking events leading 
up to her winning performance at Durbanville Golf Club – a tie for 
sixth in the Ekurhuleni Women’s Open and joint third in the Ackerman 
Championship in October.

Moodley opened her tally with a one-under-par 71 and entered the 
final day at Durbanville Golf Club one shot off the pace from leader 
Megan Streicher. However, after turning one-under, she never looked 
back, signing for a 68 and finishing the week at five under.

“I made a slow start in both rounds, but unlike the first round, I 
putted incredible well on the back nine in the final round” Moodley 
said. 

“We faced the same windy conditions at Durbanville, but Clovelly is 
more protected, so you really had to plan and execute your shots >> 

Western Province 
double for Moodley
By Lali Stander

well. I was very frustrated in the first round, because I left so 
many putts just short. When you’re not making birdies, it feels 
like the mistakes just pile on. I had a couple of double bogeys 
and drops but I managed to bounce back to finish under par.

“The start in the final round was equally slow. I made three 
birdies, but gave them all back. Megan really kept me on my 
toes, especially when she made an eagle on the sixth. I had to 
hole a long birdie putt to stay in contention. 

“After I bogeyed nine and 10, I took a deep breath and calmed 
myself down. I made a solid par on 11 and chipped in on 12 
and the confidence came flooding back. I holed some monster 
putts from all over the pace. I didn’t know I was in the lead, so 
I just played to make as many birdies as possible.  It was a great 
feeling to walk off the course with a two-shot victory.” 

Moodley might be slight in stature, but she packs a surprisingly 
strong punch and her uncanny ability to produce winning shots 
in tough conditions has earned the pintsized Bryanston golfer a 
reputation as a wind-tamer.

In 2018, Moodley upstaged some of South Africa’s best 
coastal amateurs to win the Southern Cape Open and the 
Boland Open. In January 2019, as the wind took its toll on the 
cream of amateur talents in the game, Moodley soared to a 
tie for second in the prestigious Annika Invitational USA at the 
World Golf Village.

So impressed was Hall of Famer Sőrenstam that she invited 
the Ernie Els and Fancourt Foundation member to represent the 
Annika Sorenstam team in the highly-rated Major Champions 
Invitational, hosted by Sir Nick Faldo in early 2020.

In March, Moodley’s mad skills in the wind earned her a 
sought-after qualifying spot in the Sunshine Ladies Tour’s 
flagship event at Westlake Golf Club. The 2018 Youth Olympian 
held her in the strong international field and was the only 
amateur to survive the 36-hole cut.

“I guess I do surprise people. They don’t expect someone as 
small as I to do well in the wind, but I do love to play in the 
wind,” Moodley said. “It’s like it takes my game to a whole 
different level.

“The chance to compete in the Investec SA Women’s Open 
was a life-changing experience. Being able to practice with 
someone like Nicole Garcia, who plays in Europe, and gaining 
insight from her was awesome. 

“Watching Ashleigh Buhai and the winner Alice Hewson, 
who played phenomenally well, was incredible. To get a birds 
eye view like that of how the professionals strategize and plan 
and to watch their course management and execution was an 
amazing learning experience for me.”

Moodley matriculated from Crawford College Lonehill last 
year and due take up a scholarship at the University of South 
Carolina in August, but the nationwide lockdown put paid to 
her plans.

“I started my first year, but I’m doing it all from home,” said 
the Journalism and Psychology student.

“It was disappointing, but I was grateful that I could still start 
my first year and that we had a backyard to practice.

“I constructed a net with a duvet so I could hit balls and I did a 
lot of chipping and gym work. And I had lessons with my coach 
over the internet. I didn’t go completely rusty, but it took me a 
while to find my swing again after lockdown.

“Playing with the pros definitely changed my mind set. I’ve 
become more serious about how I think about the game. We 
also did a psychology session with Womens Golf South Africa 
in our squad camp on Zoom. That helped me a lot during the 
Western Province Women’s Championship. I’m learning how 
important the mental side of the game can be, especially when 
you’re not playing well.

“Now that my visa has been approved so I’m hoping to leave 
for South Carolina in December. I can’t wait to start the real 
college experience. ”

GolfRSA Elite Squad 
member Kayiuree Moodley 
successfully defended her 
Western Province Women’s 
Championship title in 
November at Durbanville 
Golf Club. 
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South Africa’s leading amateur Caitlyn Macnab picked up where she 
left off with yet another dazzling victory in the Ekurhuleni Women’s 
Championship in October.

The Serengeti golfer Macnab cemented her spot at the top of the 
Womens Golf South Africa Open and Junior Rankings in February with 
a superior performance in the Aon SA Women’s Amateur Stroke Play 
and Match Play Championships. However, the double triumph at Royal 
Johannesburg and Kensington Golf Club would mark a final competitive 
appearance for the GolfRSA Elite Squad member before the government 
issued the Level 5 hard lockdown to prevent the spread of the corona 
virus.

Like her peers, Macnab took to the fairways as soon as golf was re-
opened in June, but a heavy academic load in her final school year 
restricted her time on the course. Yet there was no stopping the talented 
golfer in her first ranking event at Glendower Golf Club.

Macnab lived up to her number one billing with a dominant 
performance, firing rounds of 71, 72 and 67 to claim the Open 
Championship title with a three-shot victory on six-under-par 210 and 
bagging the Junior and Closed Championships titles to boot.

“I am ecstatic to finish the season on such a high note,” said the 
18-year-old Macnab, a finalist in the Emerging Athlete category in the 
recent Momentum gsport SA Women’s Sports Awards.

“Our final matric exams are around the corner, so I knew it would be 
my last event of the season. To be honest, I was a little apprehensive 
when we teed off at Glendower. I kept fit during the lockdown and I tried 
to keep my game sharp. I hit balls into a net in the garden, practised my 
drills and putted on the bedroom carpet. I got out on the course as soon 
as golf re-opened, but you never really know how your game will hold 
up under competitive pressure.

Macnab said she battled a balky putter in the first two rounds, but 
she found the stride that saw her dominate in the 2019 season during 
the final round.

“Over the first two rounds I missed a lot of putts inside two to three 

metres. The final round began much the same, but then, on the ninth 
hole, I holed a clutch putt for birdie and that was the moment the 
momentum shifted,” she said.

She reeled in five more birdies on the home stretch, leaving the 
opposition behind. “Just like that, I found my rhythm and stroke and 
the confidence started flooding back,” said the Grant Veenstra Golf 
Academy member. “The putts just all went my way.”

Her triumph in the Ekurhuleni Women’s Open in 2017 signalled the 
start of a long stretch of winning performances for Macnab and she was 
over the moon to bring it home once again.

“Knowing that I would only be playing this one ranking event did put 
some pressure on me, so I am really excited that I was able to pull it off.

This performance has really boosted my confidence. Once I’ve 
completed my final exams, I’m going to work really hard on my game to 
start the 2021 season with a bang. I will be heading to the States next 
August to take up a golf scholarship at Texas Christian University, so I 
want to make those first six months count.”

Fellow Serengeti golfer Nadia van der Westhuizen fired a final round 
68 to clinch the runner-up spot on three-under 213, while Pretoria 
Country Club’s Danielle du Toit finished third on 223. The GolfRSA Elite 
Squad member is home on a break from Purdue University in the States.

Other multiple winners included Lonique Jansen van Vuuren, who 
scooped up the B-Division Open, Closed and Junior titles, and Cheryl 
Lindsay, who won the C-Division Open and C-Division Senior titles.

In the Mid-Amateur championship, Heidi van den Berg from Services 
Golf Club won the Open division, Veronica Paddy the B-Division and 
Mumsy Boshomane clinched the C-Division title.

Bongiwe Shabalala led the way in the A-Division in the Senior 
Championship, with Kerry-Ann Murgatroyd the winner in the B-Division.

Visually impaired Charlene Pienaar not only won the Disabled Golfer 
division, but also impressed with a joint second finish in the Open 
C-Division, while Charisse Moses won the C-Division Closed and Lorato 
Mosiane the C-Division Juniors.

Magnificent 
Macnab on 
the rise again 
By Lali Stander
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There can’t be too many South African athletes who are able to draw 
positives out of the the Covid-19 pandemic, but for GolfRSA National 
Squad member Christiaan Maas, the hard lockdown turned out to be an 
unexpected blessing in disguise.

The 17-year-old found himself at odds with his swing after a sudden 
growth spurt early in the year.

The subsequent cancellation of all the national and provincial 
tournaments bought the talented youngster the necessary time to work 
out all the kinks and when golf re-opened in June, Maas immediately 
headed to his home course – Pretoria Country Club – to fine-tune the 
improvements.

He began campaigning on the country’s golf development circuits in 
September to put the new swing under competitive pressure and the 
results have been outstanding.

Since late September, Maas racked up four titles in as many weeks – 
two victories against the professionals on the IGT Challenge Tour, a play-
off triumph on the new Bushveld Tour and a win on the popular Bridge 
Fund Managers Junior Series, which qualified him for the Regional Finals.

The youngster made it five for five with a masterclass performance 
in the Gauteng North Golf Union’s Silver Salver, at Irene Country Club.

He scorched the par-72 layout in rounds of 65 and 64 to head into the 
final day with a five-shot lead and a third round 66 left him a staggering 
nine shots clear of the field. Maas sealed a 12-shot victory with a final-
round 66 to win on 27-under-par.

He came within three shots of the 72-hole record set by Albert Kruger 
in the Ekurhuleni Open at ERPM in 2002. He did, however, equall the 
next best score, set by fellow GolfRSA National Squad member and SA 
No 1 Casey Jarvis in the 2018 edition of the Ekurhuleni Open at State 
Mines.

“It was quite funny in the end, because Casey told me the record was 
his 27-under at State Mines,” Maas said. “Neither of us knew about the 
30-under record, so I guess we both have something to shoot for now.

“I had set myself a target of 30-under and was going nicely in the 
final round until the wind started blowing quite strong. I dropped a shot 
on the seventh, but I birdied the eighth and then we got called off for 
dangerous weather.”

The field had to wait out the storm and the hour and 20 minute delay 
left Maas feeling stiff.

“I made a string of pars on the back nine, but it was really nice to finish 
it off with three birdies in a row,” he said. “I have to admit that I was 
disappointed not to get to 30-under, but overall I am really happy with 
the way my game is coming along.

“Straight after the lockdown started, I began working on my swing, 
especially with the irons. I was struggling with the draw, hitting it way left 
all the time, so I began working on a fade. Now I’m hitting a huge fade 
and it’s working really well.”

Maar erased five bogeys and a double with 32 birdies and an eagle 
in the 72-hole tournament, so the putter appears to be behaving really 
well, too.

“Yes, I am putting nicely, but I still left quite a lot of birdies out there. 
The putting is not quite where I’d like to be, but I shouldn’t complain. 
One good thing is that I don’t get hung up on the bogeys. That’s a big 
positive for my game. “

Maas finished second last year, so the points haul for his victory was 
not massive, but the win did boost the youngster from eighth to fifth in 
the GolfRSA Open Amateur Rankings.

“I’m really pleased about the jump. I set myself a goal at the start of 
the season to get into the top 3, but obviously Covid threw a spanner 
in the works and shortened the season, so to reach the top 5 is a still a 
great result.”

Given his current vein of form, it would not be unthinkable that Maas 
could have reached the top three with a few more provincial events on 

Memorable Silver 
Salver triumph for 
Majestic Maas By Lali Stander

the schedule, but the Grade 11 Afrikaner Seuns Hoërskool learner 
is putting golf on the back burner with the final exams approaching.

“I don’t think I will be able to play in any more events, which 
is a bit of a blow, but exams are my main priority first right now. 
Hopefully I won’t lose too many spots and I can come out fighting 
in 2021.”

Dawid Opperman made it a one-two finish for Pretoria Country 
Club when he fired a final round four-under 68 to edge out GolfRSA 
National Squad member Ryan van Velzen for the runner-up spot.

Van Velzen, who celebrated his maiden Big Easy Tour win at 
Services Golf Club, had to settle for third on 13-under after closing 
with 71.

FINAL LEADERBOARD TOP 10
261 Christiaan Maas 65 64 66 66
273 Dawid Opperman 68 70 67 68
275 Ryan van Velzen 68 66 70 71
276 Samuel Simpson 71 72 67 66
277 Francois van der Walt 66 71 68 72
281 Kyle de Beer 65 70 73 73
282 Hein Dreyer 67 69 70 76
283 Amilkar Bhana 75 72 70 66; Jonathan Wilsenach 70 71 70 72
285 Casey Jarvis 70 71 70 74

GolfRSA National Squad 
member Christiaan Maas 
claimed his fifth victory in as 
many weeks with a masterful 
12-shot win in the GNGU 
Silver Salver at Irene 
Country Club. The victory 
boosted the Pretoria 
golfer to fifth in the 
GolfRSA Open Amateur 
Rankings. 
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How to get the Golf Bug to bite at an early age – 

Make Golf Fun!

We have to help them accomplish two major goals, hit the ball 
in the air and hit it far.

SNAG, Start New At Golf, does exactly this in the most fun and 
creative way, ever experienced. With the over-sized clubheads 
and balls, it makes it so easy for the child to swing and hit the 
ball in the air more often than not! A funky pre-shot routine 
helps them understand the importance of the setup.

We have pre-molded and colour coded grips that help get 
their hands in the correct position from the start and added 
to all this SNAG uses Velcro targets that the ball sticks to. It 
makes the child feel amazingly proud and satisfied with their 
accomplishments, eliminating so much of the usual frustration 
we all find when starting to learn. 

It is so versatile! SNAG can be taught almost anyway not 
necessarily at a golf club. We’ve done great programs on-
site at schools, even private sets are available for practicing 
at home. The training equipment also provides for great 
drills and exercises that keep the kids focused and interested, 
learning and entertained for a full 45min session. 

Bryanston Country Club Golf Academy has hosted a 
successful weekly class over the last 5 years for children aged 
4-6year old’s, which will be making its’ long-anticipated return 
in the New Year, January 2021.

Should you have any queries or wish to receive further information on SNAG please don’t 
hesitate to contact the Bryanston Country Club Academy on info@bccgolfacademy.co.za

Golf, as we can all agree, is a tough sport to learn but once you have the skills, it’s a sport 
for life. Which is why so many parents would like their children to take it up at an early age 
and benefit from all, that this wonderful sport has to offer as they grow. So how do we get 
the little ones to enjoy coming to practice and learn this technically challenging sport?

COOL STUFF

WHAT HAVE SA KIDS 
GOLF BEEN UP TO...
9 HOLES - WOODHILL COUNTRY 
CLUB ( Ages 5 to 10 years) 
25 October 2020

The first 9 holes for the new season was held 
at Woodhill Country Club on the 25th October 
2020. Everyone had a great time. 
 
ORDER OF MERIT AWARDS
8 November 2020

The Annual Order of Merit 2019/20 was held 
on the 08th November at Huddle Park Golf 
Club. This is a prestigious event acknowledged 
the SA Kids best players for the SA Kids Golf 
Tour 2019/20.  A Parent/Child tournament for 
9 holes was also held on the day and everyone 
who participated in the golf day, had a blast.

18 HOLES - BLAIR ATHOLL GOLF 
ESTATE ( Ages 11 to 14 years)
15 November 2020

Blair Atholl Golf Estate hosted the SA Kids Golf 
event on the 15th November 2020. Tee off was 
from 08h40am and was limited to 70 players 
on the day. Great fun was had by all. 

9 HOLES - GLENVISTA COUNTRY 
CLUB ( Ages 5 to 10 years)
22 November 2020

SA Kids will be hosted a 9 holes golf event at 
Glenvista Country Club on the 22nd November 
2020. Everyone enjoyed a sunny day on the 
course. 

9 AND 18 HOLES - PECANWOOD 
GOLF ESTATE ( Ages 5 to 14 years) 
6 December 2020

Pecanwood Golf Estate hosted the SA Kids Golf 
event on 6 December 2020. The event teed off 
from 7am on both tee boxes. A qualifier was 
also held on the day for 2021 Nomads SA U15 
Boys & Girls. GolfRSA offered SA Kids 3 spots. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS
Leigh-Jane Middleton, who runs the academy at The Bryanston Country Club, was 
awarded the winner of the 2020 GROW GOLF AWARD. She has been recognised 
for her incredible contribution to the growth of golf in South Africa. This is an 
incredible award and so well deserved!

SHARE YOUR 
GOLFING NEWS, 

HAPPENINGS 
AND EVENTS 

WITH US! 
Email: simone@jdenterpriseone.com

Sun City the home 
of the 2020 South 
African Open
 
By Michael Vlismas

The South African Open Championship will add the iconic Gary Player Country 
Club to its roster of celebrated golf courses that have hosted this championship 
as it moves to Sun City this year where it will be played from 3-6 December, with 
support from Nedbank and Sun International.

The 110th playing of the second oldest national Open in golf, with prize money 
of R19.5 million, will complete a thrilling three-week run of tournaments co-
sanctioned by the Sunshine Tour and European Tour.

The Sunshine Tour announced a strong end to 2020 with the three big events 
of the Joburg Open, Alfred Dunhill Championship and South African Open 
Championship – all of which forms part of the Tour’s post-lockdown international 
restart. 



junior golfer south africa  •  november/december 2020 • page 9junior golfer south africa  •  november/december 2020 • page 8

RISING STAR

Tell us where and when your love affair with golf started. 
It started in Seychelles when I was nine years old. I was playing 
soccer at the time and my dad was golfing. I used to hate going to 
the club with him because the grass was itchy and the mosquitos 
were killing me! I would just sit at the club house and wait for him 
to finish, but then I started putting and loved it. Then I tried chipping 
and loved that even more and then, one night, my dad was watching 
Tiger Woods in a PGA event and he holed this most incredible flop 
shot and went on to win the tournament. I was mesmerized by the 
shot, the crowd screaming and his fist pumps. I must have watched it 
100 times or more. From that day, I decided golf is what I wanted to 
do in my life. 

Do you set yourself yearly goals? If so, what goals did you set for 
yourself to achieve in 2021  
I set yearly and tournament goals. In 2021, I want to represent my 
union at U-19 level at the IPT. I would love to win a Golf RSA U17 
and/or an U19 event (or events) to go with my U15 win. I am quite 
process driven during practices and enjoy practicing competitively 
to improve my golf – even if that means whipping my dad (a single 
handicapped golfer who is actually streaky good)! Of course to 
represent Golf RSA and South Africa are my bigger goals.

You learned your golf on a nine-hole course in the Seychelles. How 
tough was the transition after moving to South Africa? What were 
the most difficult obstacles to overcome and did the move – and 
playing the GolfRSA national circuit – impact positively on your 
game? 
The greens in Seychelles are slow! Adjusting to super-fast greens 
took some time. The courses in Seychelles are also short, so I had 
to work on my long game with fitness and strength training, as well 
as some high level equipment changes. I didn’t have any coaching 
in Seychelles and realised I needed the assistance to compete at 
the highest levels. I am now coached by Gavan Levenson at Royal 
Johannesburg & Kensington. 

Talk to us about your strengths and weaknesses or aspects of the 
game that you still need to attend to. 
My strength is definately in my short game, especially my chipping. I 
spend hours on this part of my game because I know that no matter 
how far or how straight you hit the ball, you have to put it in the 
hole! I also work very hard at my physical conditioning to improve 
my distances off the tee.

How do you feel about making the GolfRSA National Squad? 
I always wanted to be part of the GolfRSA National Squad but I 
knew I would have to earn my way in and that kept me focussed and 
patient. For the past three years, I have looked up to many players 
in the squad and I am honoured and thrilled to now be one of them. 
I would like to thank the Golf RSA selection committee for placing 
their faith in me and of course, Mr. Rupert, for all that he does for 
golf in South Africa.

Your selection to the squad came at right at the start of the 
countrywide lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic. How did you 
stay engaged with the game during the lockdown?  
This time gave me a lot of time to work on my fundamentals at home 
and focus on my mental state. I practiced on my artificial green at 
home (thanks to my grandparents Nana and Papa) and read a lot of 
mental help books. Despite the pandemic, having been selected for 
the Golf RSA National Squad at 15 turned a not-so-great year into an 
incredible one for me!

Although the national events have been cancelled for the season, 
you are able to compete at provincial level. How has that been 

Let’s meet
JADEN
DELTEL

By Lali Stander – GolfRSA

BORN: Mahe Island, Seychelles 
BIRTHDATE: 14 October 2004
GOLF CLUB & UNION: Bryanston Country 
Club, Central Gauteng Golf Union

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 
2017 - member of victorious Central Gauteng 
team at 2017 Nomads SA U-13 Championship 
2017 – winner of Primary Schools Inter-
Provincials (IPS) at Benoni in December 
2018 – winner of a US Kids Qualifier at CCJ by 
10 shots  
2018 – 2nd in the 2018 Gowrie SA U-15 
Challenge 
2018 – winner of 2018 Sun City Under-15 
Challenge 
2018 – T14 in US Kids Teen World 
Championship (Boys 13 Years) at Pinehurst 
2019 – winner of the Air Mauritius Trophy 
(annual open amateur event at Belle Mare 
Plage, Mauritius) 
2019 – T-4 in the 2019 Nomads SA Boys U15 
Championship 
2019 – 4th in the 2019 Nomads SA Boys U17 
Championship 
2019 – winner of an Under-19 provincial 36-
hole event at Parkview 
2020 – winner of the 2020 Bryanston Country 
Club Junior Championship

going? You also just celebrated a wonderful come-from-behind 
victory at the Bryanston Junior Club Championship – tell us about that 
blistering back nine! 
I am delighted that we are back playing and would like to thank the 
efforts of Golf RSA in getting us the approval with Government. Mr. 
Hepburn and his team worked so hard and I am so grateful. In fact, 
there has only been one provincial junior U19 event at Kyalami and 
I finished third. I was using a new set of Titleist clubs and I was still 
adjusting to the new distances. It showed, with a bit of a rollercoaster 
round - I made 6 birdies but also 6 bogeys!

I teed it up on the 10th on day two in the Bryanston Junior Champs 
after a shocking front nine that left me six shots behind. I had to go big 
or go home on the back nine. After 11 holes I was still six behind even 
with a birdie two on 11. By the 15th, I was three back with four to play. 
My predator instinct kicked in and I finished birdie, par, birdie, birdie to 
win by one. Moral of the story: Never, ever ever quit!

What is the best piece of advice you have ever received? 
When my dad keeps reminding me that I’m not good enough. Not in a 
bad way, but in a way that keeps pushing me to get better and better. 
You may not say that’s advice, but it’s these four words that keep me 
humble. My dad is a phenomenal mental coach and knows just how to 
lift me up, but also wake me up when I drift off track!

What advice would you give youngsters just starting in the game? 
Golf is hard and you need to be patient. Nothing can substitute hard 
work and all you have that is worth anything is your own self-belief.

Central Gauteng young gun Jaden Deltel took up the game at the age of 
nine, but until the family moved to South Africa in 2017, Jaden had played 
all his golf on a nine-hole course in Seychelles, which was previously a 
coconut plantation! 

CHIP SHOTS
Which tournaments would you most like 
to win and why? 
Major, Major, Major and another Major. A 
Career Grand Slam, Golf Hall of Fame baby, 
that’s why . . .haha!

What’s your favourite club in your bag?  
My favourite club in the bag is the one I’m holding in my hands 
when I have to hit a shot.

Which are your favourite golf courses and which golf courses 
would you still love to play? 
My two favourite courses in SA are Gary Player Country Club 
at Sun City and St. Francis Links. I would love to play Augusta 
National and the Old Course at St. Andrews.

Who would you like to play with in your own Fantasy Fourball? 
Tiger Woods, Michael Jordan and my dad.  I know I can beat two 
out of the three… hahahaha.

If we gave you a free plane ticket anywhere, where would you 
go and why? 
Scotland. I would love to play all the links courses in those tough, 
cold, windy conditions.

Any hole-in-ones? 
I’ve had three. One at Wanderers, another at Kyalami and the 
last one at my home course, Bryanston Country Club. The first 
one was cool because I actually finished hole-in-one, birdie, par, 
birdie to win the tournament.



TURF TO PLAY

The Bryanton Country Club is a family centric Country Club located in one of the most 
vibrant areas of Johannesburg – an area with unique atmosphere, rich with heritage, rooted 
in tradition, and where quality of life is of the utmost importance!  There is no shortage of 
activities for the diverse membership including the 18 hole golf course, swimming pool 
and Lapa area, 2 bowling greens, walking trail, 4 squash courts, 9 tennis courts and now 
boasting a growing interest in one of the fastest growing sports in the world – Pickleball! 
Membership at The Bryanston Country Club is most simply a lifestyle choice.

HOW DID YOU GET INTO GOLF? 
My dad got me into the game. He played a lot of golf when I was a kid and 
watching him have so much fun out there made me wanna give it a try. 

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT THE GAME? 
There are a lot of things to enjoy about the game of golf, but for me, 
one thing stands out more than the others... golf, at times can be very 
frustrating. As we all know, but when you do have good days and you 
see how all the hard work has paid off, there is no better feeling in 
the world. Yes, you will have more disappointments than victories, but 
getting the victory you want, cancels out all the disappointments and 
that is what I love about golf!

WHAT IS YOUR HANDICAP? 
Currently I am a +1.7 index which is about a 0 handicap at Bryanston 
Country Club.

WHAT HOLE DO YOU ENJOY MOST AT BCC AND WHY? 
The 2nd hole, par 5 has to be my favourite, because it tests every part 
of your game. People usually say that about an entire golf course, 
but to say that about one hole is truly impressive. The reason why it 
tests every part of your golf game is because from tee to green you 
have to be extremely accurate, whether you’re laying up or not. The 
trees on the left and right really force you to be in the middle of the 
fairway to enable you to have a shot at the green and it doesn’t stop 
there. When you do hit the green, you had better be close to the hole 
otherwise you will be battling to putt. As tough as the hole is, it can 
be very rewarding for those who are brave enough to take the risk. 
As beautifully challenging as it might be, the hole itself could be on a 
course such as Augusta National.

WHAT HOLE DO YOU THINK IS THE 
MOST DIFFICULT AND WHY? 
I think hole 7 is the most difficult hole. It is a 
really long and narrow hole and can be tough 
when your swing is off. Putting can also be a 
challenge as the green is difficult to read with all its slopes.

WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT IN GOLF?
I have two achievements that I always look back on. My first great 
achievement is making the Central Gauteng team every year since the 
age of 13. It’s a special achievement to me because CGGU golf is a big 
union and to be in the team every year means a lot. My second great 
achievement is winning the TGSE Tournament at Kyalami Country Club.

GIVING ADVICE TO JUNIORS ON BCC? 
Playing BCC is no walk in the park. It requires lots of skill and knowledge 
of the course to play well. My advice to juniors who want to play 
Bryanston is to find a swing that doesn’t let the ball go left. Bryanston 
is a course where most of the danger is on the left side of the hole, so 
if you play the course where you keep the ball on the right, your scores 
will be a lot lower automatically.

WHY IS BCC A GREAT CLUB FOR JUNIORS? 
BCC is the best club a junior can play at. Bryanston has made all its 
juniors feel at home with their endless support for their juniors. The 
managers and staff at the club have done everything they can to 
improve the club for junior golfers and as a junior, I feel that I am at the 
best club any junior can be at.

We caught up with the Bryanston Country Club, junior captain, Enzo Barbaglia, 
to get to know his in’s and out’s of his passion for the course and the game.

Through the eyes of the
Junior Captain

Enjoy access to all facilities except golf course

This membership is ideal for juniors who are 
serious about Tennis & Squash.

Under 18’s are now able to join the club for as little 
as R990 a year or R90.00 monthly debit order! 

Join the thriving team of junior golfers for only 
R1980 or R239 monthly debit order!

• Complimentary junior 9 hole golf any day of the 
week after 3pm

• Monthly competitions
Contact Debbie Dinger: debbie@bryanstoncc.co.za QUOTE Junior Golfer
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RISING STAR

According to her gran, Alexis is such 
as spirited child. Whatever she sets 
her mind to she achieves. Be it in her 
academics or any sport she plays. Her 
dad is so amazed at how well she has 
taken to golf in such a short space of 
time. 

She is such an extreme pleasure, even 
though at times her dad can’t tell if she 
is his daughter or the “Queen”. 

She is very proud of her brother Cole 
and his golfing achievements. She loves 
to invite all her friends over to visit and 

her motivation to get them there is that they will see all her brothers 
trophies and photos of his golfing escapades around the world, including 
her selection. 

She is really inspired by Cole’s discipline and dedication to the game 
and she is very sure that she will be able 
to challenge him soon. She just loves 
him and everything he does. 

What age were you when you 
started playing golf? 
I was very small, maybe two years old, 
when I first tried to hold my brother’s 
putter, but I only decided when I was six, 
that I wanted to play golf just like Cole. 

Who inspired your interest in the game? 
My brother. 

Who is your golf idol? 
My brother. Do you know that he’s 
going to be on the TV one day? 

What is your favourite course 
ever played? 
I have been privileged to play on many 
courses, but I have to say I really enjoy 
playing at Steyn City, Parkview and 
Jackal Creek. 

How often do you practice and what’s your routine? 
I practice twice a week and I try to include one day over the weekend, 
however if I have an important game scheduled, then I try to put in 
much more practice time. I normally work on my swing during the week, 
practice my chipping and putting on Fridays, go to The World of Golf on 
a Saturday and play a game on a Sunday. 

How do you achieve balance between your school work and 
the fairways?
It’s lots of fun and all seems to be working out at the moment. 

What are your goals for your golfing career?
I will practice, practice, practice, practice and 
practice. 

Have you ever met a famous golfer? 
I have met many amateur and professional 
golfers, but not a famous golfer as yet. 

What is your motto?
Enjoy every moment and always have fun. 

What is your advice to other junior 
golfers? 
Enjoy the game, work hard and have fun.

Alexis 
Toriani 

Chip shots with

Fast FACTS
Name: Alexis Toriani   
Age: 10 years old 
School: Spark School Randburg  
Member at: Parkview GC 

We caught up Alexis and her gran, Belinda Stevens, to see what Alexis 
has been up to in the past six years, since we last chatted... and oh my 
word, she’s really grown up and her game has come on in leaps and 
bounds!

2020 Emfuleni CGGU Junior  – 18 Holes

2020 SA KIDS – Huddle Park – 18 Holes.



Learners on the programme receive 3-years of intensive high 
performance golf training and also earn an internationally recognised 
qualification for a career in golf. Graduates choose between pursuing 
a playing career or a career within the business of golf such as golf 
club management, coaching, retail, wholesale, custom fitting, events 
and more.   The PGA Diploma is the benchmark qualification for the 
business of golf around the world, and BSI graduates are in high demand 
wherever they venture.

Performance Training
Learners improve their playing skills under guidance from the expert 
BSI Golf coaching team, covering technical, fitness, skills, mental and 
strategic training. The learners play weekly medals and regular 72-hole 
tournaments at Royal Johannesburg & Kensington GC, where they also 
receive membership with unlimited rounds of golf. All vital stats are 
recorded and used to form the student’s development process.   The 

learners have the flexibility to compete on the Golf RSA national circuit 
or mini tours such as the Big Easy/IGT and Bushveld Tours.   Learners can 
retain their amateur status throughout the study period. 

Academic Component
Learners study golf specific subjects covering all aspects of the golf 
industry. 

The Diploma (National Diploma: Club Professional Golfing) is 
registered with SAQA at NQF level 5 and accredited by the PGA.   
Subjects covered include:
Business
• Business Finance
• Business Law
• Golf Retailing
• Managing a Golf Business
• Personal Career Development 

Coaching
• Introduction to Coaching
• Swing Technique
• Short Game
• Fault Finding
• Coaching Children

Sports Science
• Anatomy & Physiology
• Sports Psychology
• Injury Prevention
• Skills Acquisition
• Nutrition & Health
• Principles of Biomechanics
• Training & Fitness for Golf 

Golf Specific
• Equipment Technology
• Custom Fitting
• Tournament Organisation
• Rules of Golf

Practical Learning
The learning process includes a large practical element to compliment 
the theory. Students participate in coaching workshops and gain 
experience through coaching programmes such as the Special Olympics, 
organising charity golf events and working at certain Sunshine Tour 
events.   There’s even the chance to spending 8 weeks coaching in USA 
in the 3rd year of the programme.

Additional work placement programmes in the golf industry are 
arranged throughout the 3 years of study, giving the students a wide range 
of practical experience in areas such as retail and golf club management.

Career Options & Alumni Career Success
Learners are trained as ‘all-rounders’ and graduate equipped to enter 
all areas of the golf industry.   PGA members once qualified will typically 
specialise in the area of their choice. 
Examples of career choices for the 
modern PGA Professional include:
• Tournament Professional
• PGA Coach/Teaching     

Professional
• Tour Coach
• Club Professional
• Director of Golf
• Club Manager
• Golf Retailer
• Equipment Representative
• Custom Fitter
• Golf Events Coordinator
• Sports Management 
• Tournament Official
• Golf Tour Operator
• Golf Entrepreneur

 
Graduates automatically join the BSI Golf Alumni Club, which provides 
access to international job opportunities through our worldwide 
network.

BSI graduates have gained employment at prestigious golf clubs, 
academies and iconic golf companies in more than a dozen countries 
and 5 continents around the world.

Who Should Apply?
 ✔ Talented golfers who want to pursue a playing career and give 

themselves additional career options. 
 ✔ Learners with a passion for golf, who want to make a career in the 

business of golf.
Limited numbers are accepted each year.

Enrolment Requirements
• Matriculation Certificate or equivalent
• 9 Handicap or below

The PGA Diploma at Balderstone Sports Institute (BSI) in Johannesburg has 
served as a springboard to launch hundreds of learners into a career in golf 
all around the world.

GOLF CAREER

Full-Time Junior Academy
Cambridge Study Centre
PGA Diploma
Greenkeeping Course 

011 485 1067/8 | info@bsisports.com | www.bsisports.com 

“My own PGA qualification has allowed me to work all over 
the world and to be universally recognised as an expert 

wherever I’ve been. It’s a privilege to be able to provide that 
same opportunity to BSI students with the PGA Diploma.”  

Michael Balderstone, BSI Founder & PGA Master Professional
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GOLF GETAWAY

As a golfing dad, with a really keen teenage son, based in Joburg, we 
decided to both tick off a World Top 100 track together in Durban, a 
mouth-watering prospect for any golf nut.

Trailer packed, 7 hours later and the Vaalies are on the beach 
regardless of wind and cloudy conditions – we made the pilgrimage to 
the sunny Durban coast for the 1000th time. 

What made this beach and golf trip extra special? Well, it was our 
first family getaway post lockdown. If 2020 was a golf shot, it would be 
a shank into a water hazard, followed by hitting your own ankle with 
the same club. Golf clubs have thankfully seen a flood of golfers back 
and a resurgence in the game, as it is a perfect social distancing sport.

Durban Country Club is steeped in amateur golf history (opened 
December 1922) and highly ranked by most Top 100 Courses lists. 
High expectations can create disappointment but Durban Country 
Club delivers.  

Course experience late September 2020
On arrival, at the entrance, security handled the COVID-19 screening 
and future trace process adequately and we were parked ready to play 
on a quiet Monday morning at a special rate as many clubs look to 
catch up on revenue lost in Q2/3. We felt safe and tucked away in a 
huge parkland like course, far away from the busy city trying to get 
back to the new ‘mask and distance’ normal.

Wind is the normal enemy at the coast, yet Durban Country Club has 
a few extra dimensions which make this golf experience, memorable. 
Tight drives with the thickest bush lying in wait, forces a high premium 
on accuracy (course management 101) over trying to spray 300m 
bombs in all directions. 

The second line of defence has to the severe fairway undulations, 
a few blue whales decided to be buried on the Par 5 8th hole, but it 

makes for a fascinating visual feast for the first-time visitor.
As we greeted the ever-busy green staff, we received wide smiles – 

happy to be working and seeing their ground being enjoyed after a 
massive five-month interruption. Thank you to GolfRSA, specifically Grant 
Hepburn, for getting the golf industry back into the groove of work.

Playing Durban Country Club in a gusting 2 to 4 club wind is exactly 
why Kwazulu-Natal players are normally great drivers off the tee – just 
keeping balanced was an effort! We started with our normal 30m high 
tee ball and ended up hitting stinger 10m high drives by the 6th hole.

Greens were sandy after a dusting and light punching but still 
a decent pace and very few pitch marks. Fairways were excellent 
for a dry, usually rainy season and the bunkers were fine. Course 
management is key to decent scoring and this course will ask you to 
park your car, ego and driver – most amateurs will score better here 
with no driver in the bag.

The Halfway house was closed, as it was a Monday morning and 
the only day off for the staff. The back 9 holes feels flatter, with more 
open tee shots, this presents the golfer with a few birdie scoring 
opportunities. We loved the 18th drivable Par 4 at 240m. Yes, a birdie 
was finally made, whew!

The traditional Colonial clubhouse was a welcome shelter from a 
35km wind, very quiet on a Monday but a welcoming place to review 
the usual golf banter of how we could both be 6 shots better… sounds 
like a good title for a book. 

Durban Country Club schooled us this day. Us Vaalies will however 
be back… wiser and armed with a 2 iron!

My personal course ranking on Freehandicaps.com for Durban 
Country Club is 17th (wedged in-between Steyn City and Champagne 
Sports) and glad to have it ticked off my own bucket list courses to 
play next!

Book a game now
Website: www.durbancountryclub.co.za
Pro Shop: +27 31 313 1716
Email: communications@ durbancountryclub.co.za

Durban Country Club

SUN, warm SEAS &
a TOP NOTCH layout
By Nick Herbert – The Travelling Golf Dad

What did Dean (The 
Travelling Golf Dad’s 
son) think of the 
Durban Country Club?

Dean Herbert (handicap 0.5) on DCC 

I found the Durban country club to 
be a very narrow and a strategically 
challenging course. It taught me 
several things that we don’t have on 
the highveld - like how to play the ball 
low, how to play off very hilly lies and 
taking the correct club off the tee. 

Overall a great track experience with a lot of learning 
opportunities, even if I did end up loosing a couple 
balls along the way.
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STAY HEALTHY

The holiday season can be the perfect storm for someone who is on 
a health journey. Don’t allow a few weeks of holiday time to wreak 
havoc on all your healthy habits that you acquired over the year. 
It’s important to relax and cut yourself some slack over the festive 
season, but remember... your health is important.

Here are a few tips to help you stay on track over the 
holiday period. Keep the weight off and have your 
healthy habits in check:

• Make up your mind. Decide before the holidays begin, that 
you are not going to over indulge. A mind made up is a very 
powerful thing. 

• Have a routine. It might be more relaxed during the festive 
season, but when you have a routine you are less likely to go 
off track with your eating. 

• Never skip breakfast. It is the most important meal of the 
day and the right breakfast can help stabilise your blood sugar 
levels from the get go and will help stop any cravings you may 
get for sugary, carb heavy, foods throughout the day. 

• Get moving. Inactivity, combined with over indulging, can 
contribute to weight gain. Take time out! 30 minutes of active 
play on the beach, with the family, or a brisk walk or anything 
that will get your body moving, is good for you. 

• Eat mindfully. Don’t multi-task when you are eating. Sit 
down for your main meals. Chew slowly and be present at 
meal times. By doing this you will prevent over eating. 

• Sleep, sleep, sleep! A change in routine and no alarm 
clock in the mornings, often means later nights during the 
holiday season. Try your best to stick to a similar bed time, 
averaging 7-8 hours sleep per night. A lack of sleep can wreak 
havoc on our hormones, making us more hungry which can 
lead to over eating. 

• Protein is your best friend. Try include a protein in every 
meal and snack. This will help keep you fuller for longer and will 
play a role in helping speed up your metabolism. I recommend 
having a balance of plant and animal based proteins. 

• Have a protein snack before you go out. This will fill 
you up and keep you away from the snack table. In other 
words don’t go to an event or restaurant starving as you will 
definitely over indulge and over eat.

• Ditch the “I’ll start my diet on 1 January”. I’m not an 
advocate for dieting, but rather for living a healthy, balanced 
lifestyle. Allow yourself a few treats here and there but try and 
stick to something that you can sustain for the rest of your 
life. Create healthy habits that are sustainable and that can be 
enjoyed! 

DO YOU Have wellness/ 
body goals? 
Fill in my wellness questionnaire and I’ll get back to 
you: forms.gle/HZ5ydruTYoiLNr9t8
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BACK TO BASICS

By Mareli Joubert - Hong Kong Golf and Tennis Academy

Just like a fairy tale beginning, for many of you reading this, we will 
be starting with putting and giving you a better understanding of the 
putting grip. It is crucial to highlight that it is advised to apply a different 
hold than what you will do for full swing! 

As highlighted in my video, which you can watch here:
     https://youtu.be/6CM6CSyOufo, key points discussed are as 
follows:
• Placement of the club in the right and eft hand. Your putter grip 

should be placed more in the lifeline of both hands versus the 
base of the fingers of the left hand (photo 1)

• For starters, have the left index finger lapping or double over 
lapping the little finger or both the little finger and ring finger 
of the right hand (photo 2 and main photo). This is a very basic 
way to grip the putter and also has some variations but focus on 
gaining consistency and accuracy in how you place your hands 

on the putter.
• Two other grips to experiment with will be the reverse grip (photo 

4) and the pencil grip (photo 5).  These two variations offer a 
little bit more stability and players tend to feel their wrists being 
‘quieter’, but it does take some getting used to on longer putts. 
Both of these have been implemented by some of the world’s 
best players, with our very own Louis Oosthuizen using the 
reverse grip during his career. 

Just looking at all the options players have in terms of grip sizes and 
shapes, can get overwhelming! For putting, there are a multitude of 
different way to grip the putter. 

At the end of the day, other than distance and directional control, 
learning from an early to start the ball on line when putting will save 
you plenty of strokes on the green!

Keep’em rolling beautifully on the green! Feel free to contact me if 
you have questions on what was covered on the putting grip!

It’s fantastic to be able to share knowledge and further 
experience again on this wonderful platform! To all 

players new to the game or who have recently started 
out... welcome to the wonderful game of golf!

Mareli Joubert
PGA Learning & Performance – Hong Kong | Hong Kong Golf & Tennis Academy (www.hkgta.com) 
Email: mareli.joubert@pacificpinesports.com  |  Tel: +852 6770 6879

1 2 4 5
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Growing the
game of GOLF
GIVING BACK

Thurlo Jansen tirelessly gives back to the game of golf by offering out of pocket programs 
with inner city youth in Cape Town, and its surrounding areas. Thurlo who is a retired 
firefighter, teaches the secrets of life through golf. He has helped thousands of juniors 
who would never have had a chance to try this game, to love it. Some even going on to 
become club professionals and aspiring tour professionals. His initiative, Heal The Hood 
has the goal in mind to promote this game of golf through the communities that support it.
Thurlo tells Junior Golfer his story and where it all began. 

Where do I begin? I started introducing school children to the sport 
of golf more than 20 years ago and in 1998 I took the first group of 
scholars from Fairview Primary to play their first round of golf at the 
old King David Golf Course.

I use to take the scholars to the then Peninsula school feeding 
scheme driving range in Garden Village with the appropriate name of 
the road being PERSEVERANCE, which is where I got involved with the 
SAGDB and met Mr. Enver Hassan who later became the president of 
Golf RSA. I also got to meet PGA professional, Adriaane Thorne and 
she sparked my passion and love for this game even more.

Adriaane was the professional golfer at Metropolitan Golf Course 
at the time and that was something I wanted to become – a golf 
coach. Unfortunately I never had the funds to do that, and therefore 
decided that since I knew what it was like to struggle to get onto a 
golf course, I would assist scholars interested in the sport to get them 
to driving ranges, play at golf courses and assist them with getting 
golf clubs.

You see this game called golf, found me at the age of eight, but I 
only got to play in my late 20’s and finally when I was in my 30’s, I 
was down to scratch, but I did not get much joy out of playing. I guess 
when you are playing alone at times, it is far more difficult to really be 
excited about your game. However, when I saw the glint and sparkle 
in a child’s eye and his face lit up after many shots, then you see the 

smile on the faces of those who you have created a opportunity for... 
That is PRICELESS.

In 2003 I saw a gentleman, stroking a golf ball, 150m down the Klip 
Road Sports Ground and simply had to stop and find out who he was. 
“The caddy master at Royal Cape”, the gentleman replied.

With a swing like that I had to ask if he played professional golf. 
“Yes in the non-white league” was his reply “and against players 
like Mr. Papwa Sewgolum”, he smiled. I went home and felt that 
I needed to assist this gentleman and in 2005 we got Mr. Fanie 
Joseph registered and playing on the RSA Seniors Tour. I was then 
asked by more gentlemen if we could register them and this we did.
At times borrowing my father’s car and maxing my credit card for 
accommodation, meals and petrol, to drive the gentlemen through 
to Witbank to play in the SA Masters.

In 2013 I met Mr. Rajen Sewsanker Sewgolum for the first time, 
at the SA Seniors Open. Financially it was taking a toll on me and I 
unfortunately had to stop taking senior golfers to play in Witbank 
and Pretoria.

In 2010 I met a gentleman, who set up the Dutch soccer team at 
Rondebosch Golf Course and we planned on assisting the senior 
golfers, as he had collected a warehouse full of golf equipment which 
we were unable to get to South Africa.

He also tried getting Jooste Luiten involved with the project as 

well as getting Mr. Papwa Sewsanker Sewgolum grandson to play in the 100th 
centenary of the Dutch Open as Mr. Papwa Sewsanker Sewgolum had won that 
three times, before his passport was confiscated, after beating Gary player

In 2015 I almost walked away from the sport, as my son had matriculated 
by then, but a gentleman in Cafda, Mr. Petersen called me and asked if I could 
take some of the scholars in his area for golf lessons. I started this on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays and during the school holidays. I would take these kids to 
the driving range and at times for hikes up Elephants Eye. Seeing their faces and 
smiles, is what it has always been about. 

I was then asked to drive the facilitators of HEAL THE HOOD PROJECT to the 
schools and sitting there watching the children dancing and seeing that sparkle 
in their eyes, got me wanting to introduce golf to scholars again and so 2017, 
I once again started with schools under the NPO HEAL THE HOOD PROJECT. 

I funded this initiative for two years, out of my own pocket. “So what’s 
new?” my wife would say. This was because HEAL THE HOOD PROJECT wasn’t 
receiving funding for a golf facilitator, dance, music and art yet. 

In 2019 funds became available for a facilitator. By then the golf programme 
was already making a positive impact on the scholars lives. On 16 June 2020 we 
were going to launch the PAPWA SEWSANKER SEWGOLUM EXCURSION, where 
scholars both, boys and girls, that had been working hard and were dedicated 

NPO # 059-106
HEAL THE HOOD PROJECT
Physical address: 167 3rd Avenue, Grassy Park, 7941 
Cape Town, South Africa
 
BANKING DETAILS
Account name: Heal The Hood Project
Bank: First National Bank
Account number: 62295478541
Branch code: 203-109
Swift code: FIRNZAJJ
 
THURLO JANSEN - GOLF FACILITATOR
Contact: +84 586 6565 
Email: thurlo2009@hotmail.com
Office: +2721 706 0481   
Email: info@healthehood.org.za
 
https://youtu.be/h1FJ4cNcgmo
 
Facebook: Heal the Hood golf project or Thurlo Basil 
Jansen or Heal the hood project

If you would 
like to assist 

Thurlo with any 
donations please 

contact him on 
the details below

learn about the life of MR.PAPWA SEWGOLUM from his son, as well as receive 
golf lessons from his grandson NIRSHALAN Sewgolum, a PGA professional. 
Three scholars from Parkfields Primary then played their first round in 2019.

From 2017 to 2019 we had over 180 scholars taking part in the golf project. 
This year we also had over 180 scholars before Covid 19 stopped the programme 
for a few months. 

The golf project takes place daily at the schools and on Saturdays and school 
holidays. Those scholars that show potential are taken to the driving range in 
preparation for their first round of golf. On many occasions. I unfortunately 
have to choose only five scholars, as I do not have a microbus or quantum to 
give more children the opportunity. As for funding, well I have a great wife, 
parents and family that chip in. We also have a partnership with Lion Junior 
Golf Academy, who make donations to cover fuel costs and refreshments for 
the children. The biggest hiccup we have, is access to driving ranges and golf 
courses, even though the children I take to these  facilities are deserving of the 
opportunity but unfortunately there parents can’t afford it or to get them there.

The plan for the future is to start a league among those schools in our 
programme. We are also starting a pen pal system with the scholars in the Lion 
Junior Golf Academy. We would love to give these children the opportunity to 
be a part of exchange programmes with other countries. We are always looking 
for like minded organisations, where we can assist with equipment etc when we 
do receive excess.

Currently, the need is definitely for a minbus. so that we can take the scholars 
in our project to watch the LPGA Woman’s Open at Westlake and PGA events, 
like Cape Town Open at Royal Cape and other events in and around Cape Town, 
as well as fetching the scholars in the various communities and taking them 
weekly to driving ranges,  on excursions and to play their first rounds of golf.

I do this for love and to give these children hope and an opportunity to grow 
into the beautiful game of golf.
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Emphasis on scoring
On any good day, the average golfer will have two putts per hole, 
which is 36 putts in a round of golf. Looking at your total score at the 
end of the day, that is a big percentage of shots! It always amazes 
me how many golfers are willing to spend so much money on the 
latest drivers, but putters and wedges hardly get the same attention. 

Over hearing many of the discussions at various courses and 
academies, I often hear the question, “are you using a ‘toe hang’ 
or ‘Face Balanced’ putter?” Many players don’t know the answer to 
that question, but this is vital knowledge for your choice of short 
game equipment. 

We don’t all have the same swing or playing style. Some players 
are really skilled and consistent at swinging the putter in a straight 
line, while others may have a slight or even a pronounced swing.

Certain coaches will have their own theories and what works 
best for the player. But, the unfathomable truth is that a well suited 
putter, for your specific putting style could save you from a whole lot 
of pain on the course. 

Face Balanced Putters 
Place the putter shaft and balance with your 

index finger. This putter face will want 
to point towards the sky. Face balanced 
putters generally minimize rotation of the 
putter head. 
• Straight back straight through 

approach.
If the putting stroke is on a slight arc, a putter 

with moderate toe hang could be more effective.

What’s the difference between toe hang 
and face balanced? 

By Murray White

As a child, one of my favourite instructional golf books, was Tiger Woods “How I Play 
Golf”. The book had such a smart way of showing the different aspects of the game and 
with instruction effectively working backwards and starting with the art of putting. 

Mid Hang Putters
From the index finger and balancing will 
have the putters toe fall midway. 
• Slight arc strokes.

Toe Hang or Toe Down 
As the name suggests, 

the putters toe  model 
will naturally point 

downwards towards the ground.
• Strong or pronounced arc strokes.

It has been 4 years since the anchoring 
ban on putters but that has had absolutely 
no bearing on innovation, new designs , grip 
theories and technologies. 

We can truly be grateful for a whole world 
of possibilities to be found on the shelves today. 
Imagine if the “BullsEye Blade”  was your only option? 

BEHIND THE ZIPS
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