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We are super excited to have Srixon on board, as our sponsor for
the year and would like to thank Louise Cooper for believing in
Junior Golfer South Africa and for having the same passion, for 
junior golf in South Africa, as we do!
 
The year has gotten off to a good start, as many juniors have been achieving some great 
things! GolfRSA National Squad member, Christiaan Maas successfully defended his 
Nomads National Order of Merit Inland title, with a six-shot victory on 13-under-par at 
ERPM Golf Club. Casey Jarvis was awarded the AmateurGolf.com Men’s Player of the Year. 
Zimbabwe’s Keegan Shutt, celebrated his first victory on South Africa soil and KZN junior, 
Jack Cubitt claimed the first GolfRSA trophy of the 2021 season.

We caught up with Ladies European Tour and Sunshine Tour player, Casandra Hall and 
chatted to her about her golfing career. We also got some chips shots in with Jordan 
Duminy, who recently played in the SA Open. 

Coach Cands chats about how important breakfast is and gives a handy video tip on 
making easy, yummy snacks.

We’ve got two R500 gift cards from The Golfers Club to giveaway. Don’t forget to enter. 

Don’t forget to like our Facebook and Instgram pages and also send us your thoughts on 
what you would like to see us cover. 

Happy golfing!

ON THE COVER: Casandra Hall during day three of the Joburg Ladies Open at Soweto 
Country, 2019. Photo by Carl Fourie/Sunshine Tour/Gallo Images
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By Lali Stander

Maas seals 
Nomads 
double with 
masterclass at 
ERPM
GolfRSA National Squad member Christiaan Maas once again underlined 
his credentials as one of the games future stars when he produced a 
grandstand finish to defend his Nomads National Order of Merit Inland 
title.

Maas opened with an imposing four-under 68 to match early first 
round leader Christopher Bagnall at ERPM Golf Club, but even more 
impressive was the way he closed the tournament – firing four birdies 
on the bounce from the 13th hole for a round of 63 and a 13 under 
par winning total. It was the second time in as many months that the 
17-year-old Pretoria teen celebrated success at the Boksburg venue.

Having racked up five titles in seven weeks after competitive golf 
resumed in September last year, including a runaway 12-shot victory 
in the GNGU Silver Salver at the end of October, Maas rode his red-
hot form in the South African Open Championship qualifier at ERPM in 
December.

The Affies learner reeled in seven birdies and an eagle en route to a 
blistering eight-under-par 64 to secure the first of four spots on offer 
into the country’s flagship event at Sun City. And Maas did not seem to 
lose any form over the festive season.

The Pretoria Country Club golfer offset two bogeys on day one with 
a six-pack of birdies and surrendered just one shot in the final round as 
he charged his way to victory. A successful title defence also guaranteed 
that Maas remains firmly planted in fourth place in the GolfRSA 
Under-19 Junior Rankings.

Maas was justifiably pleased with the winning performance ahead of 
the South African Swing, which tees off next month.

“I was very happy with the way I struck the ball during the 
tournament,” said Maas. “I didn’t have a lot of chips, because I hit a lot 
of greens and I putted really well on the final day.

“It was great to walk away with another win, but if I’m honest, I was 
annoyed that the 17th got the better of me again. I messed it up during 
the qualifier and couldn’t birdie the par five in the two rounds during in 
the Nomads NOoM. There is still some work to be done, but I will have 
a chance to fine-tune my game at the Free State and Gauteng North 
Opens before of the South African Swing.”

Ekurhuleni pair Yurav Premlall and Bagnall took second and third 
respectively. 

Premlall – also a member of the GolfRSA National Squad and a three-
time winner last season – carded rounds of 69 and 68 for a seven-under 

total, while State Mines golfer Bagnall eagled the par-5 17th on his way 
to a final round 73 and third on three-under.

The 36-hole qualifier for the SA Amateur and the 54-hole South 
African Stroke Play Championship tee off at Royal Johannesburg and 
Kensington Golf Club on 14 February. The SA Amateur and SA Women’s 
Amateur Championships will then be played concurrently at the 
Linksfield venue with the 36-hole finals scheduled for 19 February.

FINAL RESULT – TOP 10
131 Christiaan Maas 68 63
137 Yurav Premlall 69 68
141 Christopher Bagnall 68 73
144 Nico Els 77 67; Amilkar Bhana 74 70
145 Christian Lewis 71 74; Christopher Gutuza 71 74
146 Bernard Meyer 75 71; Nash de Klerk 73 73
147 Jaden Deltel 75 72; Tobias Jan de Flamingh 74 73;
       Travis Procter 73 74

Christiaan Maas successfully defended his Nomads National 
Order of Merit Inland title with a runaway six-shot victory 

on 13-under-par at ERPM Golf Club.
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SA’s Jarvis is 2020 AGC 
Men’s Player of the Year 

Casey Jarvis is was awarded the AmateurGolf.com Men’s Player of the 
Year, after a 2020 season of tournament wins and accomplishments 
unmatched by even the greats of South African golf to come before 
him. The AmateurGolf.com Men’s Player of the Year is awarded based 
on a point system earned through performance in major amateur 
events throughout the course of the year.

The 17-year-old Jarvis established himself in 2020 as one of the 
brightest young prospects to come out of South Africa, and as a name 
to remember if he continues on his current trajectory.

When the year began, the GolfRSA National Squad member was 
16 and poised for a breakout year after winning two amateur events 
toward the end of 2019. The winning continued into 2020, and it 
wasn’t just the just the fact that he was collecting trophies that was so 
impressive - it was the scores he was shooting. At the Free State Open, 
Jarvis was 18 under for 72 holes, with only one player within 13 shots 
of his winning total. A week later at the Gauteng North Open, he shot 
25 under to win by eight shots. Think he was comfortable playing with 
a lead? In those two events, he closed with a 64 and a 63.

The next three events were the biggest amateur tournaments in 
Africa, with Europe’s strongest players competing with South Africa’s 
best.

After cooling off slightly for a T11 at the African Amateur Stroke Play 
Championship, Jarvis was back in record form, shooting 25 under at the 
South African Stroke Play Championship and beating the international 
field by nine shots, this time closing with a 65. In so doing he broke a 
record that had stood for 51 years, becoming the youngest winner (at 

16 years, 6 months and 17 days) of the championship.
“When I’m playing like this, I know I can win and I know I can win 

big,” said Jarvis at the time. “I just go out there, believe it and I make it 
happen.”

The next week, Jarvis got the double, taking the Aon SA Amateur 
Championship after six straight match wins including a decisive 7&6 
result over James Wilson of Scotland in the championship match. He 
became just the seventh player to achieve the double in 95 years, the 
first since 2007 and the youngest to do so. But the State Mines golfer 
wasn’t finished making history.

When Jarvis won the Freddie Tait Cup as the leading amateur in the 
South African Open – finishing 25th against the European Tour field – he 
became just the third player to win the Aon SA Amateur Championship, 
the SA Stroke Play Championship and the Freddie Tait Cup in a calendar 
year.

Jarvis also recorded two runner-up finishes and two other top fives in 
2020, and his worst finish in an amateur event was 14th. In 38 rounds 
in amateur events, his stroke average was 69.03. In three European Tour 
events, he made two cuts. He also won three times on the IGT Challenge 
Tour, developmental tour for aspiring South African golf professionals. 
He is the first player not playing college golf in the U.S. to earn Player-of-
the-Year honours since Curtis Luck of Australia in 2016.

Finishing as the runner-up in the year-long points race was British 
Amateur champion, Joseph Long of England, with consistent high 
finisher, Quade Cummins (Weatherford, Okla.) of the University of 
Oklahoma, third.
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WHAT HAVE SA KIDS 
GOLF BEEN UP TO...
World Championships Qualifier 2021 
@ Huddle Park Golf Club on 13 and 
14 February 2021
SA Kids Golf is pleased to announce 
that our organisation is hosting a World 
Championships Qualifying Event for all 
aspiring child and teen golfers in South Africa
The format is 36 holes over two days for 
boys 9 - 18 years and girls 10 - 18 years. 
18 holes over two days for boys 6 - 8 years 
and girls 7 - 9 years. Rounds are played off 
forward shortened tees for children 12 years 
and younger. No handicap or membership 
required to qualify for a place in one of 
the World’s Top International Junior Golf 
Tournaments.
 
Pepsi Little People's Golf 
Championships 2021, USA, Quincy, 
Illinios
21st - 23rd June 2021

The State Farm Youth Classic 
Golf Championships 2021, USA, 
Bloomington, Illinios
27th - 29th June 2021

Optimist Junior Golf Championships 
2021, Palm Beach, Florida, USA
14th - 29th July (different age groups)

World Stars of Junior Golf 
Championships 2021, Las Vegas, 
NV, USA
 20th - 22nd July 2021

WSJG - The Invitational 2021
California, USA
 20th - 22nd July 2021

Cost: R950.00 per player, includes two days 
of golf, halfway house and prize giving
Entries: www.sakidsgolf.co.za (Go to the 
tournaments tab, click the international 
tournament button and complete the entry 
form.
 
Fore more information contact the SA KIDS 
admin office on 082 255 4433 or email them 
on info@sakidsgolf.co.za.

Sweet Nomads SA 
U15 success for 
Shutt at Selborne

Keegan Shutt from Zimbabwe celebrated his first victory on South African soil in the Nomads 
SA Under-15 Championship at Selborne Golf Club on the 8th of January 2021. The 14-year old 
golfer sandwiched a flawless one-under 71 between two rounds of 75 to record a two-shot 
triumph on five-over 221.

The South Coast once again proved a happy hunting ground for Shutt, who won the 
Under-19 division of the SA Kids Golf Junior African Challenge at San Lameer last year. He 
also led the Nomads National Order of Merit Coastal at the same venue earlier in the week 
but took himself out of the title race with an expensive 75 in the final round. Now Shutt has 
the satisfaction of putting a GolfRSA National Junior title behind his name.

“I’m really, really pleased to have pulled this one through,” said the Chapman golfer. 
“I want to give my coach back home, Roger Bailey, a shout out and thank my parents for 
their support. And a massive thanks to Nomads for supporting junior golf in these difficult 
times.Also big ups to GolfRSA for everything they did during the tournament with the Covid 
strategies to keep us safe during the two tournaments.”

Shutt opened with a 75 and trailed first round leader Ben Weber by four shots, but a solid 
performance in the second round rocketed the Chapman golfer to the summit. He strung 
together 17 pars, interrupted by a lone birdie on the par three 15th, to start the final round 
on two-over with a three-shot lead over Johndre Ludick from Eastern Province, Southern 
Cape’s Reinhardt Uys 74 75, Ekurhuleni’s Marno Lange and Akil Maduray from KwaZulu-Natal.

“The conditions were just perfect on the Thursday,” Shutt said. “The wind howled on all 
the other days, but there was a light breeze. The last nine holes play a lot longer and is way 
hillier, with elevated greens and tees. It was nice to hit some confident shots and walk off 
with a 71. The wind was up again in the final round, especially after the turn. I played well and 
putted wel, but the last nine holes were tight. It was a relief to know I had a couple of shots 
in hand playing the final hole.

Shutt attended St John’s College in Harare, but starts a new chapter at KeNako Golf 
Academy in George. “I’m really excited about the move. I’m going to get settled in and then 
I’m playing all the events on the African Swing. It’s great to have this big win under the belt 
at the start of the season, and I look forward to competing in the SA Stroke Play, SA Amateur 
and African Amateur.”

GolfRSA Talent Identification Squad member Kesha Louw led the girls challenge with a tie 
for 25th. Charlotte Phipps from Mount Edgecombe was second in joint 44th and Bea Breedt 
from Middelburg Country Club tied for 49th to finish in third place. Ludick from Graaff Reinett 
was the top performer from the South African Golf Development Board group. He carded 
rounds of 76, 73 and 81 to finish eighth overall on 14-over.
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Cubitt claims first Nomads 
win for 2021 season
KwaZulu-Natal junior Jack Cubitt combined a solid short game with 
home course advantage to claim the first GolfRSA trophy of the 2021 
season with a come-from-behind victory in the Nomads National Order 
of Merit Coastal at Selborne Golf Club on Tuesday.

Zimbabwe’s Keegan Shutt set the first round target with an opening 
one-under-par 71 and Cubitt began the final round two off the pace, 
but a solid start delivered a punch of confidence that set the 18-year-
old on a winning course.

“I pitched it to 10 feet on the second hole and made the putt and 
then I wedged it from 90 metres to seven feet on the third and holed it 
for another birdie. Just the start I was hoping for,” Cubitt said.

“I has soft drops on four and eight, but on 10, I laid up after I drove it 
left under the trees and hit a great wedge from 94 meters to 12 foot. I 
holed the birdie putt to get back to one-under.”

Cubitt used his local course knowledge to stay in touch on the back 
nine as the lead continued to changed hands, with Shutt, Stefan Delport 
and Jonathan Wilsenach all taking a turn at the top.

“I am handicapped at Umdoni Park Golf Club, but I’m also a member 
at Selborne and I know the back nine plays a lot longer than the 
outward loop,” he said. “There were also a couple of tricky pins out 
there. You can’t just fire at the pins. You have play the last nine holes 
more strategically and stay patient.”

Cubitt strung together seven consecutive pars and arrived at the 18th 
tee trailing leader Delport from Maritzburg Golf Club by one shot.

“Stefan was playing ahead of me and I saw him hit his drive into the 
hazard on 18. My game plan was to try and drive the green. I decided to 
stick with the strategy, but I didn’t execute well and ended up just short 
of the 14th tee box.

“Stefan hit his fourth shot on the green and I thought at the worst, 
we might have a play-off, but he missed the bogey putt. That took some 
of the pressure off. I had a gap between the trees to the green, and I 
chipped through the gap to about six feet.”

The local hero boxed the birdie putt for a two-under-par 70 that 
netted him a two-shot victory on two-under.

“I am so pleased to start the season on such a high note,” said an 
elated Cubitt, who matriculated from Westville Boys High last year.

“The plan was to play all the GolfRSA events until I start college in 
Arizona in August, but with the travel restrictions and lockdowns, I’m 
not sure if I’ll be able to travel to the States. So to be able to pull this 
one out of the hat was really amazing. Hopefully I can continue to build 
on my form and bring a few more trophies home.”

Delport may rue the errant tee shot on the closing hole that cost 
him the win, but a final round 71 still earned the Maritzburg golfer a 
credible tie for second with Wilsenach.

Matthew Lotz from Atlantic Beach improved six shots on his opening 
76 to grab a share of fourth alongside GolfRSA National Squad member 
Filip Sakota, Behn Heyns and Shutt.

FINAL RESULT - TOP 18
143 Jack Cubitt 73 70
145 Stefan Delport 74 71; Jonathan Wilsenach 72 73
146 Matthew Lotz 76 70; Behn Heyns 73 73; Filip Sakota 72 74; Keegan 
Shutt 71 75
147 Joshua Koekemoer 77 70; Amilkar Bhana 77 70; John-William 
Blomerus 73 74
148 Christopher Bagnall 79 69; Enzo Barbaglia 75 73; Luke Truter 74 
74; Ivan Verster 73 75
149 Lyle Pedro 75 74; Stefan Jacobs 73 76
150 Caden Sanders 76 74; Jaden Deltel 74 76; Dian Wilmot 72 78
151 Matthew Dennis 77 74
152 Alric Rowaan Rooi 80 72; Nash de Klerk 79 73; Bernard Meyer 76 
76
153 Zandro Kleynhans 78 75; Juan Engelbrecht 76 77
154 Hannes Strooh 77 77; Brandon Weir 77 77; Kayle Wykes 76 78
155 Stefano Marchetti 73 82
156 Divan Mostert 76 80
157 Nico Booyens 83 74; Zandre Labuschagne 79 78
158 Astin Wade Arthur 82 76; James Alan Jarvis 81 77; Russel Heine 81 
77; Jacob Joseph 72 86
159 Michael Ferreira 83 76; Kairav Maduray 80 79
160 Gean Lategan 87 73; Jean du Toit 82 78; Tiaan Diedericks 81 79; 
Dylan Kayne 80 80; Nicholas Phipps 78 82
161 Dylan Melville 79 82

By Lali Stander

Jack Cubitt claimed the first GolfRSA national junior trophy for 2021 in 
the Nomads National Order of Merit Coastal at Selborne Golf Club.

 CREDIT GOLFRSA.
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Lin lucks out with birthday 
wish in the SA Blind Open

Not many people would undertake an 80-hour roundtrip journey to compete 
in a golf tournament, but that is exactly what 2020 South African Blind Open 
Championship winner Luke Lin did this past December.

The 18-year-old American scholar recently lifted the B3 Division title in the 
SA Blind Golf Association’s flagship event at Glendower Golf Club.

“I told my dad I wanted to compete in the SA Blind Open for birthday. 
He thought I was mad to want to fly halfway around the world for a golf 
tournament, but every minute we spent in the air was worth it,” beamed 
the Californian.

“I had heard only good things about this country and the tournament and 
I really wanted to experience it for myself. My dad was worried about our 
safety given the Covid-19 pandemic, but when he saw how safe golf was 
here and that the SABGA would look after us every step of the way, he gave 
in and bought us the tickets.

“My brother travelled with me as my guide and we were so excited. It was 
my very first time playing in a ‘professional’ blind golf tournament and things 
couldn’t have turned out better.

“The whole experience was just amazing. Every step of the way – from the 
airport to the club to the hotel – the people of South Africa were so friendly 
and helpful. Ernst Conradie from SABGA was an amazing chaperone and the 
tournament itself was really fantastic. It was a fierce competition and I never, 
in a million years, expected to win. It was the best birthday present ever.”

Lin and his brother Paul learned golf from a young age. The brothers loved 
the game and were very competitive. However, a few years ago, the Lin 
family made a painful discovery.

“My brother and I were playing a golf course in Hawaii and I began to 
realise that I couldn’t follow my ball. At first, we thought it was because I 
had shot up and gotten so much stronger and that I just couldn’t see the ball 
because I was hitting it so much further. But then reality set in. I was losing 
my sight.

“It took a while before the diagnoses was confirmed that I was definitely 
going blind and it was a huge adjustment. Then my brother said there is no 
reason I have to give up golf. He scoured the internet and watched videos 
on YouTube to learn how to guide me so we could still play together. Slowly 
we started playing again and it was so special to have him there with me at 
Glendower to share in the victory.”

Blind Golf is played strictly to the Rules of Golf produced by the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews (R&A) and United States Golf Association 
(USGA), with the addition of "A Modification of the Rules of Golf for Golfers 
with Disabilities".

This allows blind golfers to ground their club in a hazard and their coach/
guide to stand on the line of the shot, without penalty, while the shot is 
played. Each player has a sighted coach/guide who describes the hole, helps 
with club selection and then ensures that the club head is directly behind 
the ball. From then on it's down to the blind golfers' swing.

Blind golfers are divided into three divisions – B1, B2 and B3 – and the 
category is determined by the golfers’ level of sight, with B1 totally blind, 
B2 sight up to 100 metres and B3 up to 10 metres.

“I can’t see much on a golf course, but I can ‘feel’ my way around the 
fairways and greens,” Lin said.

“My brother does the rest, setting me up on my shots and guiding me 
on the lines and distance on the greens. He is also great at painting a 
picture for me of the courses we play and he painted the most beautiful 
picture of Glendower, with lots of trees and water features. And rabbits, 
which neither of us has experienced before.

“From a golfing perspective, the course itself was very challenging and 
the greens were especially tough for us.  The grass is very different to 
what we are used to back home, and I really had to feel my way around 
them with my feet.”

The American teen opened with a round of 100 (net 76 off his 24 
handicap) and carded 105 (net 81) in the final round to edge out 2014 
champion Conradie by two shots on a winning aggregate of 215.

“My brother and I didn’t think we were doing well at all, to be honest. 
We were shocked when I won the B3 Division. I am really proud to go 
home and show my dad that it was worth making the trip. Paul and I 
already decided that we want to come back next year to defend. The 
2021 SA Blind Open will be played in Cape Town and we are excited to 
explore a different part of South Africa.”

Multiple champion Garrett Slattery from Stellenbosch Golf Club won 
the B2 Division with rounds of 94 and 98, while Charlene Pienaar from 
Benoni Country Club took the Ladies Division honour with rounds of 104 
and 113. There were no entries in the B1 Division.

Conradie said the success of this year’s event bodes well for the SA 
Blind Open and ISPS Handa World Blind Golf Championship, which will 
be held concurrently at Milnerton Golf Club in October.

“We celebrated the success of our individual winners, but blind golf 
was the real winner. Despite all the hardships our country and golf 
endured during this year due to the nationwide lockdown, we were able 
to host our annual showpiece, thanks to the continued support of all our 
partners and sponsors.

“Our thanks goes out to the International Blind Golf Association for 
underwriting the event and for endorsing the SAGBA to host the pinnacle 
event in blind golf internationally, the ISPS Handa World Blind Golf 
Championship, in South Africa next year.

“And finally, a big thank you to Sandy Burnard and the team at 
Glendower Golf Club for their efforts and hats off to Mike Burnard, who 
presented us with a pristine golf course for our annual showpiece.

“We look forward to welcoming all our international friends at 
Milnerton Golf Club in October and to showcase the skills of all these 
talented golfers to the world.”

By Lali Stander
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Sunshine Tour postpones 
start of 2021 schedule
By Michael Vlismas

The Sunshine Tour has announced the postponement of its 2021 
schedule by one month in light of the current nationwide rise in 
COVID-19 cases and in support of President Cyril Ramaphosa’s call 
for all South Africans to work together to help curb the spread of 
the virus.

Thomas Abt, Commissioner of the Sunshine Tour, announced on 
Wednesday that the planned February start of the Sunshine Tour’s 
2021 schedule has now been postponed until March this year.

The schedule will still begin with the new Kit Kat Group Pro-Am, 
which will now be played from 5-7 March, and will still include 
three consecutive tournaments co-sanctioned with the Challenge 
Tour.

The Challenge Tour’s “South African Swing” will begin in the 
week of 22-25 April. An announcement will be made shortly 
regarding this tournament and its venue. This will be followed by 
the Cape Town Open at Royal Cape Golf Club from 29 April – 2 
May, and then the Dimension Data Pro-Am at Fancourt Golf Estate 
from 6-9 May.

The new dates and venues of the other tournaments on the 
schedule will be confirmed in due course.

“In light of the current increase in COVID-19 cases and after 
consultation with our own health experts and in partnership with 
GolfRSA and its Risk Mitigation Strategy team, we believe it is the 
most responsible course of action to postpone the start of our 
schedule,” said Abt.

“From the start of this virus, South African golf has worked 
very closely with government to ensure compliance of all health 
protocols, and most importantly to be seen as a sport that is acting 
in a safe and responsible manner. The safety of our members as 
well as our staff is our primary concern.

“I’d like to thank our Chairman, Johann Rupert, our Executive 
Director, Selwyn Nathan, our Board of Directors as well as our 
members and sponsors for their continued guidance, patience and 
understanding amidst what remains a very fluid situation for our 
game. I would also like to thank our partners at the Challenge Tour 
for their understanding.

“We are in constant communication with all of our stakeholders 
and will be ready to resume playing as soon as we believe it is safe 
to do so.”

The Sunshine Ladies Tour will also be postponing their 2021 
season. The first event is planned for the week after Easter and 
all six events will be played at the same venues as last season. The 
season will once again culminate in the Investec South African 
Women’s Open at Westlake Golf Club in May. The full schedule will 
be released shortly.

 

2021 African Amateur moves 
to Glendower

GolfRSA announced that the sixth edition of the African Amateur Stroke 
Play Championship will move from Leopard Creek to Glendower Golf 
Club. The prestigious 72-hole tournament remains in the same time 
slot from 8-11 February.

“Due to the escalating numbers during this second wave of Covid-19 
and the subsequent increasing pressure on the South African healthcare 
industry, we consulted with our Covid-19 Compliance Committee and 
the National Executive Committee to review our 2021 African Swing,” 
explained GolfRSA CEO Grant Hepburn.

“Since the African Amateur Stroke Play Championship will be 
preceded by the South African Stroke Play and followed by the South 
African Amateur Championships at venues in Johannesburg, we 
decided to move this year’s African Amateur Stroke Play Championship 
to Glendower Golf Club so the three events can played consecutively in 
the same province. We believe this decision will greatly assist our local 
and international competitors and our staff.

“The venue change removes the necessity for long distance travel 
and ensures that competitors and staff can remain in one community.
Everyone can remain in their same accommodation for the duration 
of the African Swing, and in fairly close proximity of all three venues. 
GolfRSA staff can also implement our Risk Mitigation Guidelines and 
Protocols more efficiently and should any cases of Covid-19 arise, we 
will be able to manage the situation efficiently. Given the current status 
of regulations, we also decided to cancel the team component for this 
year’s African Amateur Stroke Play Championship to further alleviate 
the pressure on the international teams to travel and stay together.

“We have taken all the steps necessary to ensure a safe environment 
for all the competitors engaged in the African Swing and we trust all the 
competitors will appreciate our decisions were made with their best 
interests at heart.”

South African Golf Association Acting President Martin Saaiman 
lamented the need to move the tournament away from its traditional 
host venue, but applauded Glendower Golf Club for accommodating 
the venue change. 

The South African Stroke Play Championship will be played at 
Randpark Golf Club from 1-4 February and Royal Johannesburg and 
Kensington Golf Club will host the SA Amateur, SA Women’s Stroke Play 
and SA Women’s Amateur Championships simultaneously from 14-19 
February.

By Lali Stander
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Email: simone@jdenterpriseone.com

GolfRSA poised for 2021 
South African Swing 

Excitement is building as South Africa’s top amateur talents gear up 
for the annual South African Swing, which tees off in February.

“It is disappointing that, due to the circumstances surrounding 
the worldwide pandemic and the restrictions imposed by countries 
abroad on travel to South Africa, we have lost some international 
participation this year,” said GolfRSA CEO Grant Hepburn. 

“However, this opens up the opportunity for more of our local 
players to qualify for, and compete in, our flagship events. The 
invaluable experience they will gain from competing against the 
cream of amateur golf in South Africa will benefit their careers in the 
long run.”

Leading the way is the country’s top ranked pair, Casey Jarvis and 
Caitlyn Macnab.

Jarvis grabbed international headlines in 2020 when he became 
the youngest winner of the South African Stroke Play and just the 
seventh amateur to achieve the rare double with his victory in the 
South African Amateur Championship a week later. In December, 
the 17-year-old GolfRSA National Squad member cemented his 
credentials as one of the game’s future stars when he won the Freddie 
Tait Cup as the leading amateur in the South African Open at Sun City.

Jarvis has set his sights on becoming the first winner of the 
South African Swing trifecta, needing to win the African Amateur 
Championship to complete the sweep of the country’s top amateur 
men’s events.

The State Mines golfer will make an eagerly awaited return when he 
defends the South African Stroke Play Championship at Randpark Golf 
Club from 1-4 February.

The following week Jarvis sets his sights on the African Amateur 
Stroke Play Championship title. 

To enable competitors and staff to remain in one community for the 
duration of the South African Swing, GolfRSA moved the prestigious 
72-hole tournament from its traditional home at Leopard Creek 
Country Club to Glendower Golf Club this year. The venue change 
should be an advantage for the Ekurhuleni golfer, who spent many 
hours on this championship layout in his junior career.

Last year marked the first time that the South African Women’s 
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Amateur Stroke Play and the South African Women’s Amateur 
Championship were played concurrently with the SA Amateur, under the 
brand of the SA Amateur Championships.

From 14-19 February, Macnab and Jarvis will again hope to go the 
distance again at Royal Johannesburg & Kensington Golf Club.

GolfRSA Elite Squad member Macnab celebrated her 18th birthday 
with a two-stroke victory in the 54-hole SA Women’s Amateur Stroke Play 
Championship and the Serengeti golfer continued her winning march to 
seal the elusive double with a 4&3 win in the 36-hole match play final 
against GolfRSA B-Squad member Kyra van Kan.

Jarvis matched Macnab’s calendar double when he ended the run of 
Scotland’s James Wilson with a 7&6 victory in the final. He will not only 
be chasing back-to-back titles, but will want to make amends for losing 
out to Sam Simpson on the Proudfoot Trophy in the 36-hole stroke play 
qualifier as well.

Hepburn is confident that GolfRSA has the measures in place to run the 
events safely.

“While the COVID-19 pandemic caused a lot of disruption to the 
sporting calendar in 2020, golf resumed successfully worldwide last 
year. Tournaments throughout the world continue to take place, while 
competitive amateur golf, on a club, provincial and national level in South 
Africa, resumed in October.

 “Golf lends itself naturally to compliance with non-pharmaceutical 
interventions and avoiding the three C’s: crowds, close contact 
environments, and confined and enclosed spaces. The nature of the 
sport and strict adherence to the comprehensive GolfRSA Risk Mitigation 
Strategies and Protocols, together with the use of the HealthDocs 
application and our Tournament Risk Mitigation Plans, ensures a safe 
environment for participants. 

“Our Risk Mitigation Strategies are focussed on promoting diligence 
around non-pharmaceutical interventions, including maintaining a safe 
social distance, the wearing of masks and sanitizing, and we have shown 
in the last seven months that the sport can be played safely.

 “We look forward to a summer of golf of the highest standard, 
crowning new champions and shining a spotlight on the rising talents of 
the vast South African amateur pool.”

South African No 1 ranked Casey Jarvis and Caitlyn Macnab will lead the challenge in GolfRSA’s 2021 South African Swing.

By Lali Stander
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GNGU Juniors start 2021 off with a bang
GNGU Junior hit the ground running in the first week of 2021 with three 
tournaments that were played.

Marco Anderson from Zwartkop Country Club claimed the first 
tournament at Waterkloof Golf Club on the 5th of January with a total 
score of 142 gross, 2 under par.

Wiehan van der Walt from Centurion Country Club won the second 
tournament at Silver Lakes Country Club on the 7th of January on a 
count out with a score of 143 gross, 1 under par.

Unfortunately, the weather did not play along and play was abandoned 
due to inclement weather for the 3rd tournament at Irene Country Club 
on the 10th of January.

We are excited to be back and to see what the 2021 season holds! Marco Anderson Wiehan van der Walt

We’ve got two R500  
gift cards to give 
away from The 
Golfers Club!

How to 
enter...

Answer these two questions:
1) What is the new junior range of golf clubs, 

available exclusively at The Golfers Club?
2) Where are The Golfers Club stores located across South Africa?

Send your answers, with your name and contact details to:
simone@jdenterpriseone.com

*Ts and Cs apply

*Ts and Cs: JGSA will not distribute any personal details shared in this competition. Both questions must be answered to qualify to enter. Winners will be selected at random and the decision is 
final and at the discretion of the publisher. Winners will be contacted and prizes will need to be collected. Competition closes on 28 Feburary 2020. 
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RISING STAR

Casandra Hall, Ladies European Tour and Sunshine Tour player, had an interesting 
introduction to the game of golf. She started playing at the age of 10, with regular visits to 
the World of Golf in Johannesburg with one golf club in hand. Casandra loves to compete 
and is incredibly talented in many sports. Achieving provincial colours in hockey, netball, 
badminton (She also achieved her SA Colours) and athletics. She loved playing tennis at 
school, where she achieved her school colours, as well as girls soccer.  

By Murray White

Casandra



Player profile
Name: Casandra Danielle Hall
Nick name: Cas 
Birthday: 1999:08/13
Nationality: South African 
Club: Glendower golf club

Chip shots...
Although no one in her family really played the 
game seriously, Casandra knew that the bug 
had bitten and this was her love. Starting 
off in the SA Kids events, where her talent 
continued to grow, she graduated into the 
GOLF RSA system. Her talent continues to 
thrive on the big stage with two great wins 
in 2020. First, at the Investec Royal Swazi 
Open and then the Saudi Ladies Team 
International. We were fortunate to spend 
some time with Casandra and chat about her 
journey and future plans in the world of ladies 
golf. 

What has been your most 
memorable golfing experience?
The Ladies European Tour Qualifying (Q School). It was 

such an amazing experience and I gained so much from it. Q School took place in 
Spain in two stages. First was pre-q and then the final stage. It was a tough few 

weeks, mentally and physically but all totally worth while and most certainly 
something I will never forget. In Spain, I ended up making it to final stage, 

where only 20 of the best ladies from all over the world got cards. I 
ended up finishing 8th and receiving my full playing card for the season.

Best round of golf? 
When I shot 65.

Are you Ladies Club Champion of any golf club?  
Yes, in my amateur years. I had six collective wins at Benoni Country 

Club and Ebotse Links. From there, I turned Pro.

How many holes-in-one? 
I’ve had two hole-in-ones. The first was at Ebotse Links, at club champs. 

The pin was at the top left of the green and you couldn’t really see the 
bottom of the hole, so I hit it and it looked good! The ladies started cheering. I 

didn’t want to get too excited, but when I got down to the green, I saw it was in the 
hole! It was great feeling! My second was when I was playing a WGSA / GOLFRSA event 
at Maccauvlei Golf Course. The pin was tucked over the bunker, in a little dip. Once again, 
I didn’t get to actually see it go in. So, two hole-in-one and I never got to see either of 
them, she laughs.  

Other Interests?
Health and wellness is vital for me. I love my gym and take nutrition very seriously. I 
train and do my best to watch what I put into my body. I totally love fast cars and speed! 
The faster the better, LOL. Then, let’s not forget my sneaker collection... I love collecting 

sneakers. I have lots of Jordans. In fact it’s my new thing. When I have a win, I add to my 
growing shoe collection.   

What do you like to do when not playing golf?
Most probably be in the gym or eating, she giggles. 

What is your favourite music?
Hip Hop and “softer” rap. Currently my favourite artist is Russ. He’s a very chilled, 
mellow rapper.

Who are your sponsors? 
Srixon Golf, Cleveland Golf, Glendower Golf Course and Bull Dog. I am very thankful 

for my sponsors and hope to make them proud!

Tip for juniors wanting to follow in your footsteps? 
Work harder than anyone else and your dreams can come true. Stick with a good crowd 
that are motivated and driven and always surround yourself with greatness.
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RISING STAR

By Simone Anderson | Photos: GOLFRSA & http://www.jordanduminy.com/
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Experience
Jordan has been playing golf since he was 
five. He started with the development 
program for juniors at Mossel Bay Golf 
Club in 2009. At the age of six he became 
the youngest member ever to join MBGC 
in 2010 and was allowed to play in most 
club competitions from the ladies tees, 
off a 36 handicap. That year he joined 
the Southern Cape Junior Golf Association 
where he was participating against players up 
to the age of 12 years in the C-division.

Keep up to Par
In January last year, Jordan 

played in The SA Open 
Championship which 

was held at Randpark 
Golf Club. He earned 
a spot due to his SA 
Amateur Rankings. Last 
February, he captained 
The Junior Proteas at 
The African Amateur 
Championships. 13 
International Teams 

participated. Junior SA 
Team finished in seond 

place. Jordan finished forth 
in the individual tournament. 

He was the selected to represent 
The Junior Proteas at The All Africa 

Golf Teams Championship to be held in 
Egypt during March. In October 2020, he won The Kingswood Open 
as well as The Pinnacle Point Open and went on to win The Bobby 
Lock Invitational in November. In December, he 
qualified to play in The SA Open.

Chip Shots
Does anyone in your family play 
the game? 
My Dad, and sister, Jodie both play 
golf.

At what age did you start 
playing? 
I started playing when I was five.

How did you become interested in 
playing golf? 
My dad and his friends  always played and they allowed 
me to tag along. I would always take a club with and hit a few shots. 
Just being able to hit the ball was fun.

What is your most memorable golfing experience? 
There are so many, but playing a practise round at The SA Open with 
Louis Oosthuizen, Martin Vorster and Christo Lamprecht, definitely 
tops my list. Also, playing at The Junior Presidents Cup and then 
walking inside the ropes at the main event with stars like Tiger Woods 

Jordan Duminy, or Jords as he likes to be called, was born in George in the 
Western Cape. He is a well-disciplined sportsperson and although he is 
very competitive, he is very considerate towards his competitors. He is 
currently being coached by Val Holland who is the main coach for the Louis 
Oosthuizen Golf Academy and not only has his golf improved, but his self-esteem has also 
gotten a major boost. We catch up with this rising star...

and Dustin Johnson was absolutely great.

The best round of golf you ever played? 
It has to be at Mossel Bay Golf Club when I shot 61.

Are you Club Champion of any golf club? 
Yes, in 2018 I was club champion at Mossel Bay  Golf Club and 
in 2021 at Pinnacle Point.

How many holes-in-one (where & when)? 
I have gotten three hole-in-ones. The first one at Craigielaw Golf 

Club in Scotland on the 8th hole, then at Pinnacle Point on the 
9th and last but not least, at Irene Country Club on 
the 16th.

Your current rankings? 
SA Golf Amateur Rankings

• Ranked 5th
SA Golf Junior U19 Rankings

• Ranked 2nd
World Amateur Rankings

• Ranked 258th
Southern Cape Amateur Rankings

• Ranked 1st

Other Interests
Do you play any other sports?
Yes, I play cricket.

Highest achievement in a different sport? 
I received my Provincial Colours in cricket (SWD). 

What do you like to do when not playing golf?
I like putting my feet up and watch tv.

What is your favourite music?: Definitely Rap.

Your tip for up-and-coming Junior Golfers...
Set short term goals and long term goals but make them realistic.
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TURF TO PLAY

Glendower
I recently joined Glendower Golf Club as a golf member. The 
reactions from other golfers has been 100% respect for what is a 
tough championship course layout, with year round top quality 
conditioning. 

The clubhouse has had an internal facelift with cool contemporaty 
decor. The menu has also been updated. All-in-all it is a pleasant place 
to relax after a solid walk around the 6423m track, off the white tees.

Most of the golf courses around Johannesburg’s city bowl have 
had several recent large rainstorms and the rough at Glendower is 
a full shot penalty... take your medicine and chip out 50m or face 
loosing another shot in this treacle.

Attention to detail is what defines A-list courses and Glendower has 
a great team on the greens, who daily look after the countless flower 
beds, tee boxes and willow trees, which were being trimmed while I 
was on the course with a long metal sjambok. Pristine describes the 
efforts involved, congrats to the Green Team!

When you tee it up at Glendower, you know your opponent is 
going to be tough but very fair and even rewarding at times. 

Pick your tees according to your pain threshold, no shame in 
accepting that the upcoming Par 4’s are perhaps the most challenging 
as a set in SA. Play it forward we say!

The fairways are perfect right now. No mud balls and up to 25m 
run on a penetrating drive. 

The greens are medium in size with considerable slope to content 
with. Breaking 30 putts around here, either means you are a great 
chipper or had a great day on the greens. Green speed was around 
10.5 and downhillers were all hit off the toe to try avoid the dreaded 
4 foot return being missed. 

Bunkers are also consistent and produce minimal eggy lies and can 
be easily escaped with spin. 

Considerable work in 2019 and 2020 had to be done to 
accommodate the sale of the practice ground area for retirement 
housing. The 10th dam was excavated and the excess earth was 
repositioned and between the 10th and to the right of the Par 5 8th 
hole. 

Favourite hole must be the short Par 3 3rd hole plays from 140m 

Glory days at

By Nick Herbert – The Travelling Golf Dad



What did Dean (The 
Travelling Golf Dad’s 
son) think of 
Glendower?
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Glendower was a tale of two nines for me. The 
first nine holes I played with my Dad (I played last 
year) were the 10th to 18th holes and I struggled 
to position myself off the tee-boxes and ended up 
with 48 which was way higher than my normal nine 
holes of around 40. The front nine however turned 
out amazing as I birdied 1st, 5th and eagled the 8th 
par 5 to go -4 for the 9 holes - still my best nine hole 
score so far off mens tees. Keep to the fairways and 
try to have uphill putts would be my tip for other 
juniors learning their way around this great track.  

Dean now plays off a +0.2 and recently won the first 
medal at the Balderstone Sports Institute on -1 (71) 
at Royal West.

to 190m to a large green protected by water short and left, 
the bail out area on the right has a large bunker, which only 
the really talented can save Par from. Your best chance of a 
run of birdie holes are from the Par 5 on the 13th to Par 4 on 
the 16th.

With several cost effective membership options newly on 
offer, Glendower Golf Club could truly be the best club to join 
in 2021. Unlimited golf for junior golfers for only R366pm!

For more info www.glendower.co.za or email 
Damon Golfmanager@glendower.co.za
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TURF TO PLAY

Playing Golf in

Kau Sai Chau – The Jockey Club Public Golf Course
By Mareli Joubert - Hong Kong Golf and Tennis Academy

I decided to venture to Kau Sai Chau, which is the only public 
golf course in Hong Kong. It boasts three very different courses 
– namely North, East and South courses. The North and South 
courses were designed by Gary Player and the East course was 
designed by Nelson & Haworth. Having played all three courses, 
I decided to share my some highlight of my favourite... the North 
Course.

As I mentioned, the North Course was designed by our very 
own Gary Player and is a walking only course.  It provides a great 
test for golf as well as a great cardio work out, with some rather 
intense walks from tee to green. Measuring at 6, 357 yards (5, 
813m) from the club tees it requires a selection of clubs used 
from the tee which is a great test for golfers of all skill levels. 
Whether starting on first or tenth, neither one of these holes are 
an easy start. 

Hole 1: 
A strong opening par 5, measuring a massive 523 yards, with 
penalty areas protecting the right hand side of the fairway and 
grass embankments lining the left hand side. A good drive is 
needed to set you up for a desirable layup distance. Placing 
further back, leaves a tricky layup shot between two penalty 
areas on an upslope. The green is guarded by a bunker on the 
right and a steep embankment behind the green so below the 
hole is definitely the way to go! 

Hong Kong is home to more than just high rises and great food. 
It has some spectacular golf courses ranging from fantastic 
parkland layouts, to courses built and shaped all along the 
stunning coastline. 

1st Hole

2nd Hole
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Hole 10: 
At 450 yards this par 4 is not to be taken lightly! Playing slightly 
downhill, it requires clever play from the tee, as the prevailing 
wind is sometimes in your favour, but that brings the right hand 
undergrowth into play. 

The pin position on this hole has a huge effect on what players 
face on the second shot! A pin tucked left, brings the water penalty 
area into play with the flag in the middle. To the right it is guarded 
by well-placed bunkers. Take your par on this hole and run!

The par 3’s are a great test for your mid-iron accuracy and the par 
4’s can be played with anything from a driver to a 5-iron, to ensure 
optimum playing position. 

Winter time is the preferred time to play, as the temperatures 
are fantastic with little to no humidity. Summer is raining season 
and a complete different ball game with higher temperatures and 
humidity like I have never experienced in all my life!

This is definitely a course to add onto your bucket list, if you are 
planning a trip to Hong Kong!

https://www.kscgolf.org.hk/golf/golf-courses/north-course/

1st Hole

2nd Hole 7th Hole

12th Hole
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I am pretty sure, that you have all heard this 
saying at some point in your life! And it is totally 
true! How you start your day, will impact how 
you feel for the rest of it. 

Breakfast is known as the most important meal of the day, and for  a good reason. As the name suggests, (BREAK) 
breaks the overnight (FAST) fasting that your body has experienced while you are sleeping. Breakfast replenishes 

your supply of glucose to boost your energy levels and alertness, while also providing other essential nutrients 
required for good health (that is if you are having a healthy balanced breakfast, of course!)

Probably the most appealing benefit for people is, that breakfast jumpstarts your metabolism 
and helps you burn more calories throughout the day. When you wake up and eat the right 

breakfast you’re telling your body that there are plenty of calories to be had for the day. 
When you skip breakfast the message your body gets, is that it needs to conserve 

rather than burn any incoming calories. So your body immediately goes into what 
we call, your fat storage mode... something we don’t want to happen. 

Do you struggle to eat breakfast in the morning? 

Figuring out why you can’t face food in the morning can be tricky. Sometimes 
it’s just a bad habit; like maybe you’ve never been a breakfast eater. And since 
you manage to get through your morning, you just tell yourself you don’t 
really need to eat. Or maybe you aren’t hungry in the morning  o r s i m p l y 
don’t like breakfast food or perhaps you just rely on caffeine to get you going. 
Either way, it is really important for you to get into 
the right habit! It will change so much in how 

you feel and will really have an impact on 
how you eat for the rest of the day. 
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STAY HEALTHY

Here are some tips to help 
you get your breakfast in 

first thing in the morning:
Start small and light
Ease into the habit with small portions 
of easy-to-digest foods that are rich in 
nutrients. Try a meal replacement shake or 
some fruit with plain yoghurt. Remember... 
always include a protein! 

Get up 15 minutes earlier
An extra 15 minutes in the morning, can make all 

the difference to those who are rushed, to get out the 
door. Not only will you have time to make something to 

eat, but you will also give your system a chance to wake 
up. I recommend having your breakfast within 30 minutes of 

waking. 

Don’t rely on just coffee and a muffin
Many people think they’re not really eating breakfast 

when they grab a coffee and a pastry at the coffee shop. That innocent looking 
coffee, coupled with a pastry or “healthy” muffin, could dump more than 700 
calories and 6 teaspoons of grease into your system! Coffee also dehydrates 
your body, which is not good for your energy level. So, skip the muffin and 
have a good decent breakfast at home, before you leave the house. 

No clue where to start?
I am offering free wellness consults. These will be 15 min sessions 
where we can chat about your goals, your eating habits and anything 
you may need help and guidance with.

Click the link below and book a time slot that suits you and  I will send 
you the Zoom details.
https://calendly.com/coachcands
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By Mareli Joubert - Hong Kong Golf and Tennis Academy

AIM small,
MISS small
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BACK TO BASICS

Mareli Joubert
PGA Learning & Performance – Hong Kong | Hong Kong Golf & Tennis 
Academy (www.hkgta.com) 
Email: mareli.joubert@pacificpinesports.com  |  Tel: +852 6770 6879

MISS small

It is important to note when aiming, in putting, that the putter might not be aiming 
at the hole due to the break of the putt. Effective green reading is essentially part 
of aiming. 

Once a player decides how much break they want to allow for a specific putt, 
they then need to commit to the read. Unfortunately it doesn’t take a big margin 
of degrees to miss the hole on a relatively short distance. 

As highlighted in my video (WATCH IT HERE >> https://youtu.be/Nwhv_
rTBtqw), key points that are discussed:

• Different putters will have different sightlines, markings or aiming tools on the 
putter head. It is important to find what works best for you.

• Having a reference point of what a square (photo 1), open (photo 2), and closed 
(photo 3) face looks like.

• Understanding the correct putter position in terms of the lie of the putter. Toe up 
or toe down, can be less than ideal if you are not aware of this (photo 4 and 5).

Accurate aiming is definitely aided by having a consistent routine on the putting 
green. When watching a good player on the putting green, there are notable 
differences. Reading the putt from more than one angle, lining the ball up and 
having a reference point, whether it is a line on the ball, an intermediate target or 
both. Also, practicing aiming will be hugely beneficial for your putting confidence!
Read them, roll them, hole them! Feel free to contact me if you have questions 

about aiming in putting!

The first question that any golf coach will 
most likely ask a player is, “where are you 
aiming or what is your target?”. As in any 
golf shot, putting with good ( and accurate) 
aiming is crucial to not only start the ball on 
the intended target line but to ultimately 

hole the putt.



BEHIND THE ZIPS

It was Gene Sarazen, who we have to thank for this most wonderful 
invention, that has bailed us out of trouble so many times. Personally, 
I love the short game and there are few things more pleasing than an 
up and down from nowhere and that marvelous, “smile wiper”, from 
your opponent. The golf hall of famer and seven time major winner, 
originally pulled his early prototype at The Open in 1932, which he 
won at Princes Golf Club. 

The “Squire” as Mr Sarazen was more affectionately known called 
this club the “sand iron”. Sadly it is no longer on display at Princes GC 
as its worth is too much for the insurers to cover (random fact).

Moving up
Today sees an entirely new problem... which wedge is the one for 
you? There are heaps of options available in the marketplace and at 
golf retailers. Remembering that Mr Sarazen had to mould and build 
his own “sand wedge” with molten lead.

The four main types of wedges are: 
Loft or lob wedge
Highest loft available and can range anywhere from 58-64 degrees.

Sand wedge
The standard loft for a sand wedge ranges from 54 to 58 degrees.

Gap wedge
With more loft than a pitching wedge, this has been more of a recent 
addition in golfers armouries in recent years. Standard loft for a gap 
wedge can range anything from 50 to 54 degrees.

Is a 
strong wedge game     way overlooked? 

By Murray White

Pitching wedge
The longest hitting wedge in your bag and would have a loft from around 
45 to 48 degrees.

Ideally you would like consistent gapping (equal degrees apart) in the 
lofts for consistency and filling those optimal yardages.

Bounce
This is angle between the leading edge of your wedge and the ground. 
A tidy and complete short game is truly a most useful gift, skill or talent 
any young golfer could possess.

Ask yourself these 
questions:
• How many times are you 

holding a wedge in the 
average round? 

• Looking at your last 
irons loft?

• Consistent gapping. 
• Grind and Bounce.
• How many wedges?



LET’S GET TOGETHER & 
GIVE JUNIOR GOLF 

THE VOICE IT DESERVES!




